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Islamic Development Bank Signs
Agreements with Six International
Organizations for Afghanistan

rerships to Fend off Crises

| Aune W

The lslamic Development Bank (IsDB)
has successfully concluded cooperation
agreements totaling 81 million dollars
with six  esteemed  international
organizations through the Humanitarian
Ald  Fund for Afghanistan. This
momentous event took place in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, under the esteemed
patronage of Dr. Muhammad Al-Jasir,
President of the Islamic Development
Bank. The agreements were inked with
these Internaticnal organizations to
deliver aid worth 8.1 million US dollars via
the Humanitarian Aid Fund for
Afghanistan. The signing ceremony took
place during the sidelines of the 2023
annual meeting of the Islamic
Development Bank in Jeddah. Dr.
Muharmmad Al-Jasir, the head of the
Islamic Development Bank, affirmed
that these agreements will serve to
provide much-needed assistance to
vulnerable families in Afghanistan who
lack access to basic food items, find
themselves in helpless circumstances,
have been affected by conflicts, and are
deprived of essential healthcare services.

Resumption of Pashdan
Dam Construction in Herat

Domestic Product Expo Generates Positive Reception

The Herat Chamber of Industries and
Mines reports a highly
five-day exhibition showcasing locally
manufactured goods, attracting an

successful

=

X
PO -.'a_".ir‘ F:'ﬂ ok, S
1P R e

4 iy ok

1
##T,_;-,.'- @ i
B T

| o . _ il
B Sirdosm

[l i el Ll s
L |

impressive turnout of over 20,000
visitors. The event proved instrumental in
fostering fruitful collaborations, as
numerous business owners sealed
dozens of contracts with investors and
traders from wvarious provinces. Toryali

Ghousi, Deputy of the Herat Chamber of

Industries and Mines, lauded the
exhibition's exceptional organization,
excellent facilities, and widespread

participation from both Herat and
neighboring provinces.

Turkmenistan and Afghanistan Explore Enhanced
Cooperation in Transit Cargo Transportation

Turkmenistan and Afghanistan recently
engaged in productive discussions to
strengthen their partnership in the
realm of transit cargo transportation,
particularly through Afghan territory. The
authorities of both nations deliberated
on the advancement of cooperation in
the transit of cargo, with a specific focus

the
Turkmenistan's oil and gas production,
The collaboration in cargo transportation
between Turkmenistan and Afghanistan
holds significant
representing a crucial and strategic
bilateral relationship for both countries.

on facilitating

export  of

importance,

After a two-year delay, the initial construction works of the Pashdan
Dam in Herat have resumed. Officials overseeing the dam project
indicate that the main construction phase will begin upon the
recommendation of the Islamic Emirate authorities. Naimatullah
Hakimi, the project manager for Pashdan Dam, expressed readiness,
stating, "We have completed all necessary preparations, and our
team of domestic and foreign engineers is present at the site. We are
awaiting guidance from the Islamic Emirate." Meanwhile, residents of
Herat eagerly anticipate the swift resumption of Pashdan Dam
construction by the Islamic Emirate. The Islamic Emirate has already
announced plans to resume work on 11 unfinished projects, including
the Pashdan Dam in Herat, within the current year. The construction
progress of Pashdan Dam stands at 85 percent, and with the
resumption of work, water and electricity supply will be provided to
beneficiaries within the next five months.
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Unlocking Afghanistan’'s Hidden Wealth:
Mines That Hold the Power to Transform
Their Destiny <

b)
F By: Amanullah Hanifi

Introduction LEGEND

Afghanistan's strategic geographical location and Sy
abundant natural resources bestow upon it a
distinctive economic significance both within the e
region and on the global stage. Among its valuable
natural resources, mines lie concealed beneath the [
surface, representing trillions of dollars in untapped
wealth., Extensive research confirms that
Afghanistan possesses vast reserves of metals, _ ;
industrial minerals, and construction materials. 'fx,\wj'
Iron, copper, aluminum, tin, lead and zinc, gold, L

silver, molybdenum, sulfur, limestone, gypsum, 20,
chromite, lithium, uranium, natural gas, and more 2 e
comprise this vast untapped potential. Remarkably, »
most of these resources remain unexplored, -
preserved in their original state. Unlocking their
potential through professional and technical mining
approaches holds wundeniable promise for
bolstering the country's economy. In this article, we
delve into the invaluable role of mines in
Afghanistan’s economic stability, exploring the
intricacies of the mining process, the issue of illegal : —
mining, and assessing whether mining can address e
the challenges faced by its citizens.
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The Economic Potential of
Minerals for Reconstruction

The majority of studies and research on
Afghanistan’'s mines were conducted by
the former Soviet Union, and later, the
United States also carried out surveys
In specific regions. Research by the
former Soviet Union reveals that
Afghanistan  possesses  extensive
reserves of valuable minerals such as
gold, silver, platinum, iron, uranium,
copper, titanium, aluminum, coal,
natural gas, and copper. This Is
significant as deposits of these
minerals are diminishing in other parts
of the world, while Afghanistan's
resources remain untapped. According
to the research, Afghanistan has the
potential to become a leading lithium
producer, comparable to Saudi Arabia.
Lithium is in high demand due to its
usage in mobile phone batteries,
computer components, and energy
storage for electric vehicles, which are
crucial in today's world. International
studies Indicate that lithium |Is
becoming a strategic commodity akin to
oil. Its applications are expected to
expand across various Industries,
including car manufacturing, robotics,
and machinery. In addition to its use in
batteries, lithium finds applications in
nuclear technology, as well as in
combination with aluminum and copper
for its lightweight and high-temperature
in aircraft structures. Preliminary coal
research suggests that Afghanistan is
home to 80 coal mines in 12 provinces,
with a total estimated reserve of three
billion cubic meters or roughly 400
million tons. Notably, an unexplored
coal vein stretches approximately 750
km from Badakhshan province in the
northeast to Herat province in the west.
Afghanistan also possesses substantial
reserves of other wvaluable minerals,
including oil, iron, precious stones,
gold, silver, and industrial metals,
collectively valued at over two trillion
dollars by the international community.
Economists emphasize that Afghanistan’s
economy would undoubtedly flourish if
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it could extract its natural resources in
a professional and lawful manner.
Mining operations would generate
substantial revenue, enabling the
initiation and completion of major
infrastructure projects, consequently
facilitating reconstruction and development
and eliminating unemployment.
Geological experts of international
repute believe that the extraction of
lithium alone has the potential to attract

billions of dollars in investment,
transforming Afghanistan into a
prosperous and self-sufficient

economic entity that no longer relies on
foreign assistance. With sustained
peace and the responsible extraction
and processing of its natural minerals
within the country, Afghanistan has the
potential to become the wealthiest
nation in the region within a decade.
Thankfully, Afghanistan has
established a secure and autonomous

central system, instilling hope for
economic development and rapid
growth.

Mineral Extraction Process

For over four decades, Afghanistan has
been marred by wars and conflicts that
have adversely affected its mining
sector. In previous times, whenever a
new government took control, they
were Iinfluenced by other countries and
failed to prioritize the economic
stability of Afghanistan. They were
unable to establish a robust central
government and effectively combat
corruption. However, with the
re-establishment of the Islamic Emirate
in Afghanistan, a unified and strong
system has been put in place, leading to

Q dpmea.gov.af/ps :

enhanced security, the eradication of
illegal mining, and a concerted fight
against corruption. Under the Islamic
Emirate, all large and small mines have
been brought under its authority, with
transparent  extraction  processes
implemented through open bidding. The
generated revenue is deposited directly
into the government's account
(Baitalmal). The Ministry of Mines and
Petroleum, in particular, is dedicated to
professional mining practices,
employing state-of-the-art machinery
and improving the infrastructure
leading to the mining sites. Efforts are
underway to secure international
markets for Afghan coal, with transit
options explored and potential buyers
identified, including lran, China, and
India. To combat corruption in the
mining bidding process, the Islamic
Emirate has revised the mining law and
made necessary amendments.
Extraction licenses previously granted
by the previous administration have
been revoked by the Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum. Additionally, the Islamic
Emirate has prioritized the welfare of
its citizens, reducing the price of coal in
Kabul and other provinces last winter

and introducing wvarious facilities.
Through sound management of mine
protection, extraction, and rigorous

monitoring of the bidding process, the
Islamic Emirate has been able to
finance a significant portion of the
national budget in the past two years.
Consequently, the country's economic
momentum has been revitalized.
Legitimate mineral extraction has
provided employment opportunities for
many citizens, and illegal miners have
been brought into the legal framework,
ensuring proper regulation of the entire
process. If Afghanistan can sustain its
transparent approach to mining,
security, and revenue collection, there
is no doubt that the country will achieve
self-sufficiency in numerous sectors
and emerge as an independent nation
with a robust economy in the coming
years.
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