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Deputy PM for Economic Affairs,
Mullah Abdul GhaniBaradar Akhund's

MESSAGES

Efforts are in progress to formulate a
comprehensive National Economic
Strategy for Afghanistan. This strategy
will tackle economic sector challenges,
optimize resource utilization, alleviate
poverty, position Afghanistan as a
regional economic hub, foster unity in
addressing national goals, and stimulate
the growth of the country's private sector.

Afghanistan's economic situation is
advancing, primarily due to the dedication
of business leaders and industrialists. It's
noteworthy that the global community
acknowledges the improved economic
conditions in Afghanistan.

The significance of land routes, with
regards to security concerning maritime
trade routes in Afghanistan’s vicinity, is
steadily rising. This emphasizes the
crucial geostrategic position of
Afghanistan, prompting a growing
awareness of its importance.




Deputy PM for Economic Affairs,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund's

MESSAGES

Since the re-establishment of the Islamic
Emirate, substantial measures have been
taken to combat corruption, drug
trafficking, and smuggling. The cultivation
of poppy has been entirely eradicated,
and the production of wheat, cotton, and
various other agricultural commodities
has been significantly expanded.

Afghanistan is the shared homeland of all
its people, irrespective of their ethnic or
linguistic backgrounds. It is a collective
responsibility to rebuild our nation,
liberate our fellow citizens from
dependence on others, and work together
for the betterment of the country.

An Economic Advisory Board, comprised
of accomplished experts in the field of
economics, is in the process of being
established to drive economic growth and
development in Afghanistan.




water resources. The Islamic
Emirate is steadfast in its
commitment to water
management and agricultural
development, of which the
construction of this canal stands
as a prominent example."

He went on to mention his initial
concerns about the budget and
timely completion of the canal's
construction, but stated that
Amirul Momineen Sheikh
Hibatullah Akhundzada provided
the necessary financial
assurance. Mullah  Baradar
Akhund commended the sincere
and dedicated efforts of the
National Development
Corporation employees, which,
combined with their
collaboration, led to the
successful completion of the first
phase.

The Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs emphasized
that the canal's construction

= .:__:_.:i
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aims not to harm anyone, but to
benefit Afghanistan's
development and self-sufficiency,
utilizing the npation's natural
resources for the greater good.
He proudly noted that after 40
years of hardships, Afghans
themselves have designed such a
significant project, with all
expenses financed from the
national budget.

In conclusion, Mullah Baradar
Akhund congratulated the entire
Afghan populace, especially the
Director of the National
Development Corporation, Abdul
Rahman Attash, and his team, for
their  dedicated work in
completing the first phase of the
canal. This canal stands as a
source of pride and honor for all
Afghans, and he affirmed the
commitment to its continued
progress under all circumstances.
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Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
inaugurated the completion of phase 1
and commencement of phase 2 of

the Qosh Tepacanal

Mullah Abdul Baradar
Akhund, the

Minister for Economic Affairs,

Ghani
Deputy Prime

inaugurated the first phase's
completion of the Qosh Tepa
Canal and the commencement of
construction for the second
phase.

In addition to the Deputy PM for
Economic Affairs, the Deputy PM
for Administrative Affairs, Maulvi
Abdul Salam Hanafi, the Minister
of Interior, Sirajuddin Haqqani,
the Minister of National Defense,
Maulvi Mohammad Yaqub
Mujahid, the Chief of Intelligence,
Mullah Abdul Haq Wasiqg, the

Minister of Mines and Petroleum,

Sheikh Shahabuddin Dilawar, the
Minister of Finance, Mullah
Mohammad Nasir Akhund, the
Minister of Economy, Qari Din
Mohammad Hanif, the Minister of
Water and Energy, Mullah Abdul
Latif Mansour, the Minister of
Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock, Maulvi Ataullah Omari,
the Minister of Higher Education,
Sheikh Nida Mohammad Nadeem,
the Minister of Industry and
Alhaj
Azizi, the Minister of Transport,
Mullah Hameedullah
Akhundzada, the Political Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Alhaj

Sher Abbas

Commerce, Nooruddin

Mohammad

www.dpmea.gov.af

the Chief  of
Administrative  Affairs Office,
Sheikh Noorul Hagq Anwar, the
First Deputy Governor of Da
Afghanistan Bank, Noor Ahmad
Agha, the Chief of the PM Office,
Dr. Mullah Abdul Wasi, the
Governor of Balkh, Alhgj
Mohammad Yusuf Wafa, the
of the
Development Corporation, Abdul

Stanakzai,

Chairman National

Rahman Attash and many other

government officials and civil

leaders participated in the
ceremony.

During his address at the
ceremony, Mullah Baradar
Akhund expressed, "The Qosh
Tepa Canal embodies the

decades-long aspirations of the
Afghan people, reflecting their
tireless efforts and dedication to
self-determination. Afghanistan
relies on imports in many aspects,
including food, despite being an

agricultural nation with ample



objective of this committee is to |

expedite the process of attracting

both domestic and foreign
investments, fostering
coordination  among relevant
ministries and agencies

throughout the various stages of
investment plans. The committee
aims to create a conducive
environment for investment and
ensure efficient management of
affairs. Additionally, it is tasked
with providing comprehensive
information to investors regarding
investment projects in Afghanistan.
Furthermore, a notable
development in the
foreign investment is the signing of
a %216
agreement between the
Beijing-Nangarhar  Construction
and Manufacturing Company and
the Ministry of Urban Development
and Housing. This agreement
outlines plans for the construction
of 150 factories, with the potential
to generate employment
opportunities for approximately
13,000 individuals in the town of
Perouzi.

Additionally,
have been inked to harness the

realm of

million investment

pivotal agreements

economic potential of Afghanistan.
A noteworthy development
involves the signing of the Amu oil
field agreement with a Chinese
company, marking a substantial
investment commitment of $150
million in the initial year, with
anticipated escalations to $540
million in subsequent phases.
Further contributing to economic

advancement, the Mess Aynak
mine contract in Logar has been
successfully secured with the
MCC company. The
commencement of mining
operations is poised to generate
direct and indirect employment

Chinese

opportunities for thousands,
concurrently bolstering
government revenue.

The momentum of economic

progress extends to the awarding
of contracts for approximately 200
small, medium, and large mines,
with the extraction processes
already underway. This strategic
initiative has not only contributed
Afghanis to the
government's treasury but has also

billions of

facilitated job  creation for
numerous individuals. Another
significant milestone was achieved
on 15 October 2023 with the
signing of a $142 million cement
contract with the
company Gulbahar Group. The
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
reports that, this year alone, it has

domestic

sealed three major cement
projects totaling $462 million. In a
parallel development, the Jabal Al
Saraj cement production factory
recently entered into a contract
with a Qatari investor exceeding
$200 million, with an annual
production capacity of one million
tons of cement. This production will
standards,

meet international

positioning Afghanistan to achieve

self-sufficiency in cement
production.
These tangible outcomes

underscore the positive impact of
foreign investment on the current
and future growth, development,
and stability of Afghanistan's
economy. The persistent efforts of
the Islamic Emirate in attracting
foreign investment are evident, and
it is poised to yield positive results.
This concerted approach s
expected to propel the country
towards growth,
development,
culminating in lasting economic
stability.

Under the auspices of the Islamic

economic
followed by

Emirate, an autonomous central
established,
economic

system has been
prioritizing the
development of the
Currently, Afghanistan presents
ample

investment,

nation.

opportunities for
particularly foreign
investment, with a seamless and
hassle-free process for potential
investors. The existing investment
landscape has already witnessed
significant inflows, resulting in the
creation of
opportunities for
individuals

employment
thousands of
and substantial
contributing to the
government's treasury.

The

efforts to attract increased levels

revenues

Islamic Emirate's ongoing
of investment signify the potential
for unprecedented prosperity. With
a sustained rise in investment, the
nation stands poised to achieve not
only economic stability but also an
enhanced quality of life for its
citizens, paving the way for a
developed and thriving country.
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The Significance of

Foreigninvestment

in Economic Development

By: Fazl Wali Shirani

Abstract

In contemporary times, numerous
developing nations have embraced
foreign investment as a strategic
avenue to bolster their capital
elevate overall
investment The
landscape characterizes foreign
investment as a pivotal aspect of

economic interconnectedness and

structures and

levels. current

globalization. While both domestic
and foreign investors exercise
prudence in deploying capital,
prioritizing public welfare and
development projects remains
crucial in achieving developmental
objectives. Recognizing the
substantial value of foreign

investment, the Islamic Emirate has

actively facilitated investment
opportunities  for international
stakeholders.

Afghanistan, with its secure
environment, abundant natural

resources,
governance, cost-effective youthful
workforce, favorable
operating costs,

international market access via

investment-friendly

business
seamless
regional connectivity, extensive
trade agreements, a dynamic trade
milieu, limited market competition,

World Trade Organization

membership, a dedicated |
facilitation center for foreign
investors, straightforward

investment laws, and enticing tax
packages, stands out as an optimal

investment  destination. These
attributes have attracted
considerable interest from

numerous large foreign companies
eager to contribute to sectors such
as mining, agriculture, electricity,
energy, transportation, small and
medium  enterprises, customs,
airports, transit, industrial parks,
and railways.

have

Furthermore, agreements

been formalized with various
companies spanning gas pipeline
extension,

semi-valuable

and
coal extraction,

establishment,
information technology complexes,
and other domains. Notably, recent
agreements, endorsed in the
presence of Deputy Prime Minister
for Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar Akhund, encompass
significant investments in Iron Mine
of Ghorian, Herat, Ghor's lead mine,

valuable

economic zone

the Samti gold mine, and the second

Mess Aynak mine in
Logar—cumulatively valued at $7
billion. Investors from Turkey, Iran,

and England, alongside domestic

copper

. explore
. Afghanistan,

counterparts, actively
contributing to these ventures.

Moreover, concerted efforts have
been undertaken at the state level

to allure foreign investment and

dare

foster economic collaboration.
Notably, various country
delegations have visited
Afghanistan, engaging in

discussions with local officials that
extend beyond bilateral relations to
encompass key economic and trade
matters, as well as the initiation of

pivotal infrastructure projects.
Among these diplomatic
engagements, noteworthy official

visits have been conducted by
high-level government officials
from Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Iran, and China.

A particularly significant diplomatic
outreach occurred on August 8th
when a delegation led by Mullah
Baradar Akhund visited Turkey.
During this visit, Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund engaged with
Turkish officials, alongside Afghan
and Turkish investors. He actively
these investors to
opportunities in
the
response was evident as a
considerable number expressed
keen interest in investing in the

encouraged

and positive

country.

In line with these endeavors, an
inter-ministerial investment
committee was established under
the purview of the Deputy Prime
Affairs,

pursuant to a decision by the

Minister for Economic

Economic Commission. The primary

B/ ﬂ /. v dprea gov.ot U
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