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THE ENERGY SECTOR

IS A PRIORITY FOR THE

ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF

AFGHANISTAN, WITH THE GOAL OF ACHIEVING SELF-RELIANCE IN THIS AREA

On October 8, 2024, the Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic Affairs, Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, inaugurated
the commencement of the practical work
for the 22.75-megawatt solar power
project near the Naghlu Dam in the Sarubi
district of Kabul province.

The inauguration ceremony was attended
by several cabinet members, the
Ambassador of Turkey to Afghanistan,
officials from Da Afghanistan Breshna

A\

Sherkat, representatives from the private
sector, and numerous local citizens.

During the ceremony, Deputy PM Mullah
Baradar  Akhund highlighted  the
importance of clean energy, stating that it
is a moment of joy to begin a project that
will not only strengthen Afghanistan's
resilience in environmental protection and
meet the country's energy needs but also
contribute to global efforts in maintaining
a cleaner climate. He emphasized: "Such

Q dpmea.gov.af/ps

electricity generation projects can
gradually reduce our reliance on imported
electricity and enable us to meet our
needs using domestic resources.”

The Deputy Prime Minister further added
that solar energy projects of this nature
will increase investment, production
capacity, and employment in the country.
Additionally, they will prevent the outflow
of currency, significantly contributing to
the nation's economic growth.
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country is affected without exception.
Therefore, this shared responsibility
requires collective cooperation.

In conclusion, the Deputy PM extended an
invitation and assurance to both domestic
and foreign investors, emphasizing that
the Islamic Emirate welcomes any
investment and initiatives, particularly in
the energy sector, and will provide
necessary support and facilities for them.
It is worth mentioning that the
22.75-megawatt solar power project,
being implemented by the 77 Turkish

company and the local Zolerstan
He also called on the United Nations and  pointed out that Afghanistan is one of the  company, involves an investment of

international organizations that support countries most affected by climate approximately $18 million. The project is
clean energy to provide necessary change, despite having no role in  expected to be completed within a year
cooperation with Afghanistan in producing  contributing to it. He stressed that and will help address the electricity issues
clean energy and to resume the protecting the global climate is a shared in Kabul's industrial parks and for local
suspended projects in the country. He responsibility of all nations, and every citizens to a significant extent.

e . DOZENS OF EXHIBITIONS
Frotn the beginning of 1403- SI:|, until now, the A
124 different projects with  toral vahee of arcund (ORI ORGANIZED TO MARKET
DOMESTIC PRODUCTS AND

35 billion Afghanis.

. Types of projects: AGRICU I_TURAL GOODS
Highways : Railways The Islamic Emirate is making efforts to
TeTecommunications e promote domestic products and

Urban roads

and internet services agricultural goods by  organizing

Water supply networks exhibitions both locally and internationally.
Dams and canals . S . .
Agricultural land is initiative aims to find markets,
g Th tiat to find ket
Retaining walls development increase export levels, and expand trade.
Expansion of power In today’s world, the purpose of organizing
Health centers generation networks o . .
any exhibition is to introduce new products,
Airports bl share knowledge and capabilities in the
industry, and present new strategies in
industry management. All of these efforts
O Total budget: % O Total number: contribute to the expansion of exports and
Approximately 35 j e o . .
billion Afghanis \2E vl the identification of desired markets.
ﬁj Recognizing the importance of exhibitions,
CFanding sonree: o Project locations: the Islamic Emirate has organized dozens
Islamic Er_nlrate Various provinces s s S -
of Afghanistan of exhibitions both within and outside the

country over the past three years. As a
result, exports have  consistently
increased, and trade is expanding
compared to previous years.

Since the beginning of the current year
1403 SH, dozens of exhibitions showcasing
agricultural and industrial products have

\“ o Q dpmea.gov.af/ps ¢ + @ @ @
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been held both domestically and abroad.
Notable examples include the
Afghan-Kazakh Business Forum, the 30th
Spring Agricultural Exhibition, the

Afghanistan-Uzbekistan Business Forum,
the 3rd National and International
Exhibition of Imam Abu Hanifa, the 31st
Autumn Agricultural and Livestock

and the

Exhibition,
Afghan-Kazakh Business Exhibition in
Almaty, Kazakhstan.

At the inauguration ceremonies of these
exhibitions, the Deputy Prime Minister for

Products

Economic  Affairs emphasized the
significance of such events, stating that
governments organize exhibitions locally
and internationally to introduce their
products and create marketing
opportunities. These initiatives help boost
trade and pave the way for domestic and
foreign investment in this sector.

In these exhibitions, along with domestic
products and agricultural goods, foreign
industrial products were also displayed.
During the course of these events, trade
agreements worth millions of dollars
were signed between Afghan and foreign
businesspeople.

SPEECH BY THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, MULLAH ABDUL GHANI
BARADAR AKHUND, AT THE 31°" AUTUMN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS EXHIBITION

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful.

Honorable officials of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, respected Mujahideen,
farmers, traders, investors, media
representatives, and distinguished guests,
Peace and blessings be upon you.

It is a matter of great joy to participate
today in this important exhibition of
Afghanistan's agricultural and livestock
products, organized through the efforts of
the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Livestock, with the aim of promoting
domestic and international markets for
these products.

Afghanistan is an agricultural country
where more than half of the population is
engaged, directly or indirectly, in the
agriculture and livestock sector. Through
this sector, they earn lawful livelihoods
and contribute significantly to the national
economy and the country's economic
growth. Most importantly, they have
created employment for themselves,
reducing pressure on the government.
Afghanistan, with its fertile lands, clean

X

water, and diverse climatic conditions, has
vast potential in the agricultural sector.

This allows for highly productive
agricultural activities in various seasons,
yielding excellent results in the cultivation
of different products.

In this exhibition, Afghanistan’s various
agricultural and livestock products, which
are internationally renowned, are being
showcased. These include high-quality
processed products from agriculture,
horticulture, and livestock, fresh and dried

Q dpmea.gov.af/ps

fruits, saffron, medicinal plants, grains,
saplings (both fruit-bearing and
non-fruit-bearing), agricultural
equipment, and other related products.
Such exhibitions can play a crucial role in
creating and strengthening both domestic
and international markets for our
agricultural and livestock products. In
doing so, we will be able to provide
essential support to our products.
Fortunately, with the re-establishment of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,

A @®EO
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informal  economic  activities have
significantly decreased across the country.
The cultivation of poppies has been
reduced to zero, and various alternative
livelihood projects are currently being
implemented.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is
continuously striving to strengthen the
agriculture and livestock sector by
implementing appropriate policies to
support domestic products and replace
imports. Important programs related to
the mechanization of agriculture, water
management, and the standardization of
irrigation systems have been introduced,
and other essential facilities have been
provided to farmers. This will make our
local products competitive both
domestically and internationally. As a
result, not only will the lives of our
hardworking farmers improve, but there
will also be significant contributions to the
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economic growth and development of the
country.

We need to ensure that our products reach
regional and international markets. There
is high demand for our products in global
markets. However, this effort will only be
successful if we further enhance the
quality, packaging, processing, and value
chains of our agricultural and livestock
products. | call upon our respected
farmers, livestock owners, traders, and
investors to pay greater attention to the
standardization of these products.

The Islamic Emirate is working to find
alternative, stable markets for domestic
agricultural and industrial products based
on sound economic policies, free from the
influence of shortsighted political tactics.
Alhamdulillah, we are moving towards
success in this endeavor.

Afghanistan has countless opportunities
for investment in agriculture.

Standardized processing, packaging, and
exporting products in a quality manner are

areas that require investment and
attention.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

welcomes all forms of investment aimed
at strengthening the value chains of
agricultural and livestock products, and
we are ready to cooperate in creating the
necessary facilities to support these
investments.

In conclusion, | would like to extend my
gratitude to the officials of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock, and
other stakeholders involved in organizing
this important exhibition of agricultural
products.

Thank you for your attention.

Peace and blessings be upon you.
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