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Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs Inaugurates Road

Construction for Mes Aynak Project

On July 24, 2024, the Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund, inaugurated the
road construction for the Mes
Aynak project. The event saw the
attendance of prominent figures,
including the Acting Minister of
Mines and Petroleum, Mullah
Hidayatullah Badri, the Acting
Minister of Information and
Culture, Mullah Khairullah
Khairkhwa, the Deputy Minister of
Information and Culture of China,
the
Afghanistan, the Chairman and

Chinese Ambassador to

technical team of the contracting

company MCC, representatives
from the private sector, local
residents, and several
government officials.

In his speech, the Deputy Prime
Minister underscored the vital
significance of the Mes Aynak
project, highlighting the urgency
of initiating practical work
without further delay, given the
considerable time already lost.
Mullah Abdul Ghani

Akhund assured the contracting

Baradar

company officials that
Afghanistan has sufficient
materials to neutralize toxic

substances during processing.

He emphasized that this issue
has been fully resolved and that
there are no hindrances to the
project's practical
implementation. Furthermore, he
instructed Da Afghanistan Bank
the

funds to

transfer of
the
contracting company to ensure

to facilitate
necessary

smooth project execution.

In conclusion, the Deputy Prime
Minister guaranteed full security
for the contracting company and
congratulated the entire nation on
the commencement of practical
work for this significant project.




Deputy PM Mullah Baradar Akhund's Speech
at the Inauguration of Palatuni Dam

In the name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

Respected Government officials,
scholars, mujahideen,
representatives of the media, and

the honorable people of Paktika!

Peace be upon you, and the mercy
and blessings of Allah!
| am filled with a sense of joy as

we gather today for the
inauguration of another vital
infrastructure project for the

prosperity of our country.
Praise be to Allah! The Islamic
Emirate is once again taking a

step towards managing an
essential element that Allah
Almighty has linked to the

survival of all life, and whose
value is increasing globally with
each passing day.

The
recognized that a strong economy

Islamic Emirate has

relies on agriculture, and
agriculture, in turn, depends on
the

resource. To achieve this goal, the

water as most critical
Islamic Emirate has prioritized

water management and has
devoted significant attention to it.
With the re-establishment of the
Islamic Emirate, the nation has
moved towards self-sufficiency
and  economic

and social

progress, including the effective

utilization of natural resources.
Investment opportunities have
been made available to both
domestic and foreign investors in
this area.

Given that the people of Paktika
are deprived and the region is
well-suited for a dam, the Islamic
Emirate has the responsibility to
address their issues and initiate
and complete projects that can
their

challenges to some extent.

alleviate economic
The Islamic Emirate will make
every effort, using the available
the
construction of the Palatuni Dam,

resources, to expedite
and we call on the contracted
company to complete this project
with the highest quality, utmost
integrity, and dedication as soon
as possible. We assure them of
our full cooperation and support.
Fortunately, following the victory
in the country, the Economic
Commission held meetings where
working teams led by the Ministry
of Water

appointed to assess and initiate

and Energy were

the practical work on large and
medium-sized dams nationwide,
which were either incomplete or
had not yet begun. These teams
prepared comprehensive,
all-encompassing plans for the

evaluation and implementation of

After
approval from His Excellency, the

these dams. receiving
Amir al-Mu'minin, the practical
work on many dams began,
among which we can mention the
Khan, Bakhshabad,

Pashdan, and Aghajan dams as

Kamal

examples. Today, we are
beginning the practical work on
the Palatuni Dam.

This project, supported financially
by the Islamic
implemented by the Ministry of
Water
completed in two and a half years.
Upon

strengthen water resources for

Emirate and

and Energy, will be

completion, it will
the central area of this province,
Sharana, and the surrounding

regions, irrigate  agricultural
lands, control floods, and play a
significant role in environmental
protection.

With the implementation of the
Palatuni Dam project, hundreds of
our fellow citizens will have direct
and indirect employment
opportunities, approximately 25
million cubic meters of water will
be stored, 2,500 hectares of land
and 935

kilowatts of electricity will be

will be irrigated,
generated.

In  conclusion, |
the honorable
officials and the noble people of

extend my
gratitude to

Paktika for their hospitality and
warm welcome.
Thank you for your attention.

A— www.dpmea.gov.af



Mullah Abdul Gham Baradar Akhund Inaugurates Constructlon of the A

- Palatuni Water Dam

On August 19, 2024, the Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund, inaugurated the
commencement of the Palatuni
Paktika
province. The ceremony was
attended by the Minister of Water
and Energy, Mullah Abdul Latif
Mansoor,

Dam construction in

local scholars,

businessmen, and several
government officials.

In his speech at the ceremony, the

Deputy Prime Minister
emphasized that the Islamic
Emirate understands that

agriculture is crucial for a strong
economy, and water is the most
essential element for agricultural
development. To achieve this goal,
the
prioritized water

Islamic Emirate has
management
and called on investors to investin
this sector.

Deputy PM  Mullah Baradar
Akhund added that the Islamic
Emirate is determined to manage
natural

resources, alongside

other sectors, for the country's

self-sufficiency and
socio-economic development. He
that

created

mentioned opportunities
both

domestic and foreign investors to

have been for
invest in this area.

He further stated that the Islamic
Emirate has assessed large and
medium-sized dams across the
that
incomplete or had not yet begun.

country were  either
Comprehensive work plans have
been developed to complete these
projects, and the practical work
on many dams has already
commenced. One such project is
the

construction

Palatuni Dam, whose

work has now
officially begun.

During his remarks, Deputy PM

Mullah Baradar Akhund
acknowledged the sacrifices
made by the people of Paktika for

the re-establishment of the
Islamic system. He stressed that it
is now the responsibility of the
their

issues and complete projects in

government to address

the province that can alleviate

I www.dpmea.goV.af ﬂ

their
some extent. He assured that the

economic challenges to
available resources would be
utilized for the completion of the
Palatuni Dam and urged the
contracting company to carry out
the assigned tasks with dedication
and integrity.

Deputy PM stated that this project,
the
Islamic Emirate and implemented
by the National

Corporation,

supported financially by
Development
is expected to be
completed in two and a half years.
Upon
strengthen

completion, it will
the groundwater
reserves of nearby areas, irrigate
agricultural lands, control floods,
play a
environmental preservation.

and vital role in
The construction of the Palatuni
Dam will create direct and indirect
for

employment opportunities

hundreds of citizens, store
approximately 25 million cubic
meters of water, irrigate 2,500
hectares of land, and generate

935 kilowatts of electricity.

*




Afghanistan-Uzbekistan
Trade Forum Officially Opens

On 16, 2024,
Afghanistan-Uzbekistan

the
Trade
Forum was officially inaugurated

August

by the Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar Akhund, and

Uzbekistan's Prime Minister,
Abdullah Aripov. The event took
place the
International Exhibition Center,
with the
government officials and private

at Afghanistan

attendance of

Afghanistan and Uzbekistan have signed
35 MoUs valued at

2.5 billion

The signing ceremony took place
today, on the 16th of August, at the
Afghanistan International
Exhibition Center in the presence
of the Deputy Prime Minister for

Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul
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Ghani Baradar Akhund and
Uzbekistan's PM Abdullah Aripov.
Government officials and
representatives from the private

sectors of both countries also

attended the event.

sector representatives from both
nations.

The forum features a diverse
Uzbek
including vehicles, fire trucks,

array of products,
tractors, buses, and a variety of
industrial goods. The exhibition is

set to run for three days.

The MoUs include 12 investment
agreements valued at $1.4 billion
and 23 trade agreements worth
$1.1 billion. The implementation
of these agreements is expected
to strengthen economic ties
between the two countries and

significantly boost trade.
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Surkhan-Pul-e-Khumri-Kabul
power project, which aims to
extend electricity to Afghanistan
from Uzbekistan. This project will
allow the transfer of electricity
from Uzbekistan to Afghanistan
as per its needs. However, if
certain substations and lines are
not constructed along with this
project, its effectiveness may not
be as expected because
Afghanistan lacks the necessary
infrastructure  for  electricity
import without these substations
and lines. Therefore, the Republic
of Uzbekistan should cooperate
with Afghanistan on the following
projects:

1. Extension of the 500-kilovolt
Surkhan-Dasht Alwan line;

2. Upgrading the Arghandi
substation from 400 MVA to 1200
MVA.

These projects will

not only

enhance trade growth but also
play a
expanding

constructive role in
the

economic relations between the

political and

two countries. Afghanistan is

ready to work jointly with

Uzbekistan to enhance
Afghanistan’'s electricity import
the

intake of Uzbekistan's electricity.

capacity and to facilitate
Just as Afghanistan has provided
transit facilities to Uzbekistan for
exports to South Asia and through

it to the Gulf and Arab countries,
we hope that Uzbekistan will
provide the necessary facilities
for Afghanistan's exports to
Central Asia and Russia so that
Afghan goods can find their way
to the needed markets. In this
regard, our request is to engage
in comprehensive discussions on
removing obstacles in the way of
trade and transit so that Afghan
goods, especially agricultural
products, can access Central Asia
and Russian markets, and
Uzbekistan's exports to South
Asian and Arab countries can
increase.

Last year, during a discussion
with Vice Prime Minister Jamshid
the

mechanism for issuing visas was

Khojayev, creation of a
mentioned. That mechanism has

been developed and shared.
Similarly, during meetings with
Mr. Makhamov and Ismat Aqga
the Uzbek

issuing

Ergashey, side

mentioned visas to
Afghan traders, company heads
investing in Uzbekistan, tourists,
and patients within two weeks.
this
remained unchanged. We hope

However, matter has
that the visa issue for Afghans
the
commitments made in this regard
will be fulfilled. Facilitating the

issuance of visas to Afghan

will be resolved and

e www.dpmea.gov.af S

traders can increase trade
between the two countries and
remove a significant obstacle.

It is evident that during his recent
visit to Kabul, the Uzbek Foreign
Bakhtiyor
expressed his readiness to accept
the Afghan
Tashkent.

already

Minister, Saidov,
ambassador in
Afghanistan has
introduced its
ambassador, and we hope that
the remaining internal processes
regarding the commencement of
his work will be completed by
Uzbekistan. Afghanistan is keen
to strengthen and enhance
diplomatic capacity in the capitals
of both countries to effectively
address issues and share
concerns.
Finally, | would like to reiterate
that the

Afghanistan is committed to all

Islamic Emirate of
security, economic, and cultural
relations with the Republic of
Uzbekistan and seeks to expand
good relations between the two
countries.

Now, | request the Honorable
Prime Minister of Uzbekistan,
Abdullah Aripov, to address the
attendees.

Thank you.




I/

Deputy PM Mullah Baradar Akhund's

Speech at Uzbek Delegation Meeting

In the Name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

May God's mercy and blessings
be upon you.

Honorable Prime Minister of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, Abdullah
Aripov, esteemed ministers, and
other members of the delegation,
Welcome to your second home,
Afghanistan. | extend a warm
welcome to you.

| am pleased to see you here
today in a free and independent
where we

Afghanistan, can

discuss the relations between

Afghanistan and Uzbekistan,
trade, and other economic
matters.

Today is an excellent opportunity
to discuss the relations between
the two countries and economic
issues, particularly regarding

railways, electricity, trade, transit,
and visa-related matters.

The Republic of Uzbekistan has
adopted a commendable stance
the
international stage. The Islamic

on Afghanistan on

Emirate thanks the Honorable
President of Uzbekistan, Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, for his positive and
realistic position and desires

continuous good relations
between the two countries.
Uzbekistan, as a neighboring

brotherly country, holds a special
place in the hearts of Afghans,
sharing religious, cultural, ethnic,
and linguistic commonalities that
bind our two nations.

To foster trade and transit
between the two countries, we
inaugurated the Naibabad

substation a few days ago, which

is a significant advancement in
the economic field for both
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan.

As you are aware, hundreds of
wagons carrying commercial and
transit goods are transported
daily between the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan and the Republic
of Uzbekistan through the railway.
The Afghan Trans Project plays a
constructive role in the growth of
this transportation and trade,
which will lead to a substantial
increase in trade with countries in
the region. We hope that the
Islamic Republic of Uzbekistan
will prioritize and give
importance to this project so that
it does not remain merely on
paper.

The Islamic Emirate welcomes

the 500-kilovolt

\C _ www.dpmea.gov.af "\



free and independent
Afghanistan. He also extended
his gratitude to the President of
Uzbekistan for his positive and
realistic stance on Afghanistan.
Mullah Baradar highlighted the
growing trade and economic
the

countries, noting that hundreds

relations between two

of wagons of goods are
exchanged daily via railways, and
emphasized the importance of
the Afghan-Trans project, urging
the

implementation.

start of its practical
He also welcomed the extension
of the 500 kV
Surkhan-Pul-e-Khumri
transmission line and stressed

power

the need to strengthen
substations and improve the
quality of power lines,
particularly increasing the
capacity of the Arghandi
substation. He further
emphasized that the Islamic
Emirate prioritizes investment

from neighboring countries and

called for comprehensive
discussions to expand trade and
transit relations and address
existing obstacles.

In conclusion, Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund underscored the
the

issuance of business visas for

importance of facilitating

Afghan traders as a key factor in
enhancing trade and economic

relations.

In his remarks, Prime Minister
Abdullah Aripov expressed his
delight at visiting the historic
country of Afghanistan for the
first time and thanked the Afghan
side for their warm hospitality. He
that
Afghanistan as a significant part

noted Uzbekistan views
of Asia and reiterated President
Mirziyoyev's belief that positive
outcomes cannot be achieved
with  the
government of

without engaging
current
Afghanistan.
Minister
that

close and positive relations with

Prime Aripov

emphasized Uzbekistan’'s
Afghanistan serve as a good
example for other countries. He
also reaffirmed Uzbekistan's
commitment to expanding trade
relations with Afghanistan and
that a

has

announced positive

decision been made
regarding the commencement of
the

Afghanistan’'s new ambassador

official duties of

to Uzbekistan, which will be
announced soon. He assured that
all agreements with Afghanistan
would be implemented, and
Uzbekistan is prepared to invest
in the extraction of copper and
coal in Afghanistan. Moreover, he
expressed readiness to train
Afghan

conservation and other areas.

specialists in water
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He added that
cooperation with Afghanistan in

Uzbekistan's

agricultural seed improvement
and horticulture will continue,
and Uzbekistan is willing to share
its experiences with Afghan
farmers. Furthermore,
Uzbekistan is prepared to train
approximately 100 specialists
annually in aviation and railways.
Following the speeches, Deputy
Prime Minister Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar Akhund and Prime
Abdullah

the signing of

Minister Aripov

oversaw five
cooperation agreements

between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan in various fields. The
agreements were signed by Mr.
Nooruddin Azizi, Acting Minister

of Industry and Commerce of

Afghanistan, and the Uzbek
Minister of Industry and
Commerce.

In addition, the Ministries of

Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock, Mines and Petroleum,
Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat,
and the Customs Department
signed cooperation agreements
with their Uzbek counterparts.

The visit concluded with Prime
Minister Abdullah Aripov and his
delegation attending a luncheon
hosted by Deputy Prime Minister
for Administrative Affairs, Mullah

Abdul Salam Hanafi.
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Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs
Meets Uzbekistan’s Prime Minister

Uzbekistan’'s Prime Minister, Mr.
Abdullah Aripov, arrived in Kabul,
leading a high-level delegation.
Upon arrival at the Arg, he was
welcomed by Dr. Mullah Abdul
Wasi,
Office of the Prime Minister of the

Director General of the

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.

Following the reception, Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
Deputy Minister for
Economic Affairs of the Islamic

Prime

Emirate of Afghanistan, and Mr.
Abdullah Aripov, along with their
respective delegations, engaged
in discussions on enhancing
relations between Afghanistan
and Uzbekistan in various
sectors, particularly focusing on
the initiation of practical work on

economic and trade projects.

Deputy Prime Minister Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund
expressed his hope that the visit
of Uzbekistan's high-level

delegation would prove

beneficial in  strengthening
economic ties between the two
countries.

In response, Prime Minister
Abdullah Aripov highlighted the
religious, cultural, and historical
ties between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan, noting that President
Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan has
the

importance of strengthening the

always emphasized
friendly relations between the
two nations.

Subsequently, officials from the
Ministries of Water and Energy,
Agriculture, Irrigation and

Livestock, Transport and
Aviation, and Mines and
Petroleum held talks with their

Uzbek counterparts on further

facilitating and enhancing
economic and transit relations
between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan.

Following these discussions, the

Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs and the Prime
Minister of Uzbekistan attended a
signing ceremony for cooperation
agreements between the two
countries.

Deputy
Mullah Abdul

Ghani Baradar Akhund welcomed

During the ceremony,

Prime Minister

the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan
and his delegation, expressing
his pleasure at meeting them in a
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