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THE INTER-MINISTERIAL INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
HAS APPROVED VARIOUS PROJECTS

WORTH APPROXIMATELY 12 BILLION AFGHANIS

4 Nature of the Projects .

Under the framework of
the Deputy PM for
Economic Affairs Office,

Extension of transmission lines
and construction of substations
for imported electricity;

the Inter-Ministerial g
Construction of ' : Solar power
residential ' ' generation;
apartments;

Investment Committee
has approved and the

Economic Commission has

Construction of i Silf e Development of
electronic gate fhs e B commercial
complexes; , I markets;

endorsed various projects
across different regions of
the country, worth around

' 12 billion Afghanis and the
Installation of electronic
scanners at customs

ports

works of these projects are

currently underway.

Project Locations

s
- -~

Sarubi District, Kabul Q‘ ’ S lQ Eastern Gate of Kabul
Province; City;

12 customs ports Q Q Kota-e Sangi area,
across the country; - Kabul City;

/

/
Q_ Lashkar Gah, the capital

Areas in Herat Province; ’
of Helmand Province.

Note: l} Infrastructure, electricity, agriculture, industry, and other sectoral development plans are
( currently under review, with their implementation set to commence in the near future.
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IN THE PAST YEAR,
THE VALUE OF THE AFGHANI INCREASED

BY 14.50% AGAINST THE US DOLLAR

Factors that have contributed to the preservation and appreciation of the Afghani value:

Prevention of unnecessary government
expenditures;

Prevention of currency

“ smuggling to foreign
\ countries;

Implementation of
sound monetary
policies by the Central
Bank of Afghanistan; |,

s

/

|
Establishment of .

\

\

\

|

. Growth in exports;

transparency; [

!
!
/

/
,‘ Initiation of national and

countries worldwide; . ; - regional projects within
~~0 o~ the country;

1402 /6/31 1403 /6/31
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Interest Shown for 5 Billion and 348 Million USD in
Investments in Afghanistan

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan fully supports domestic and foreign

investments in the country. In the ongoing year of 2024, dozens of domestic

and international companies have shown interest in investing approximately
5.348 billion USD across various sectors.

® Investment Sectors:

Telocommunications Electricity Infrastructure

Health Mining Industry Agriculture

. Small and Medium Urban
@ Other Investment Areas: Entorprises (SMES) E-Governance

Development

° These companies have prior investment experience in various sectors

across different countries, including:

Neighboring countries @

@ Arab world

. @ Western countries

®
Nfrog,
Regional countries @

L

+ In the future, contracts will be signed with domestic and foreign companies in areas

Note |’ such as infrastructure, electricity production, commercial centers, transport,
* e-governance, and other sectors.
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"Activities of the Deputy PM for Economic
Affairs Office and People’s Comments,”

The Deputy PM for Economic Affairs
Office has prepared and published an
analytical report titled "Activities of the
Deputy PM for Economic Affairs Office
and People’s Comments,” covering
activities from June 21, 2024, to
September 21, 2024. The purpose of this
report is to shed light on public opinions
and take them into consideration.

This analytical report includes several
key topics: the approval of a temporary
export policy for gold by the Economic
Commission, the approval of projects
worth around 5 billion Afghanis by the
National Procurement Commission, the
establishment of export processing
zones in six provinces, including Kabul,
the inauguration of the Life Pearl
Pharmaceutical Factory, the initiation of
large-scale infrastructure projects aimed
at creating employment opportunities
by the Islamic Emirate, the opening of
construction work for the road extension
to the Mes Aynak project, the signing of
contracts for the installation of
electronic scanners at 12 customs ports,
the signing of agreements worth 2.5
billion USD between Afghanistan and

www.dpmea.gov.af

Uzbekistan, and the inauguration of the
practical work on the Paktika Palatuni
Dam, among other similar topics.

These are initiatives taken by the Deputy
PM for Economic Affairs Office to
promote the economic growth of the
country and its reconstruction. Some of
these projects have already been
implemented, while there is a strong
commitment to implement others.
Citizens have shared their opinions
regarding these topics through state and
private media as well as social networks.
We have analyzed and assessed these
opinions based on standards.

The citizens' opinions on these matters
are divided into positive, negative, and
suggestions. In total, there were 22,433
opinions, of which 19,936 (accounting
for 89%) were positive, 1,906
(accounting for 8%) were negative, and
591 (accounting for 3%) were
suggestions.

The analysis of public opinions shows
that the people are satisfied with the
economic measures taken by the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan and call for the
continuation of such plans in the future.




Attraction of more

foreign
investment i
Afghanistan

Playing a

constructive role in

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF
THE TAPI PROJECT

Initiation of power
transmission, railway, and
fiber optic projects alongside
this project Production of chemical

Ei_(PBHSiOH Of trfde fertilizers using gas
with the project's from this project
implementation

Earning
approximately
450 million
dollars
annually in
transit fees

nto

v " i Meeting
regional economic ﬂ“\ n Afghanistan's

stability and
connectivity

domestic gas
needs

Expansion of
transport links
between countries
in the region

Development of
infrastructure
Creation of employment
opportunities for
thousands of people




museum. The smuggling of 416 historical
artifacts has been prevented at airports and
customs checkpoints, and restoration work
on 13 historical monuments is currently in
progress. The National Archives have
restored 196 document volumes. Scientific
surveys have been conducted on 400
ancient sites in 14 provinces, with 371 new
archaeological sites discovered. Scientific
surveys of these new sites will be carried out
this year, and 3,484 historical artifacts have
been registered in archaeological sites.
Additionally, rumors suggesting that the

Conclusion

Several Afghan provinces, including Herat,
Ghazni, Kandahar, Bamyan, Balkh, Nuristan,
and Kunar, boast ancient and historical
monuments, along with beautiful natural
landscapes that are attractive to tourists.
Therefore, efforts should be made to create
an environment where tourists can visit
these historical sites and natural attractions.
The Islamic Emirate has recognized the
economic value of the tourism industry and
has taken steps accordingly, as mentioned
above. However, these efforts must not stop
here; the industry needs further expansion,
and the challenges it faces must be fully
addressed to create a more conducive

www.dpmea.gov.af

historic Minaret of Jam is at risk of collapse
are unfounded. The Ministry of Information
and Culture has sent a delegation to assess
the situation, confirming that the minaret is
not in immediate danger. Recently, a device
worth one million dollars has been installed
to monitor the condition of the minaret.
These efforts, once completed, will further
enhance the tourism industry, attracting a
large number of foreign tourists, generating
millions of Afghanis in revenue for the
government, and creating thousands of job
opportunities.

environment for growth.

In provinces frequented by tourists, modern
hotels, secure environments, and modern
transportation ~ systems  should  be
established, along with professional tourist
guides, to showcase Afghanistan’s authentic
and ancient culture of hospitality on an
international scale. This will not only foster
the growth of the tourism industry but also
generate substantial revenue and play a
constructive role in strengthening the
national economy. As the tourism industry
develops, thousands of new job
opportunities will be created, providing
employment opportunities for the country's
citizens.




Progress in the Tourism Sector
under the Islamic Emirate

With the Islamic Emirate's rise to power, the
tourism industry has experienced some
revival, primarily due to the establishment
of full security across Afghanistan, which is a
key factor in attracting tourists. Additionally,
all necessary facilities for tourists have now
been provided within the country. There are
no issues in issuing visas, and during their
travels, tourists are provided with all
necessary services by Emirate institutions,
especially through the Tourism Directorate
of the Ministry of Information and Culture in
every region. This has led to the tourism
sector gradually emerging from stagnation
and moving towards development. In the
year 1403 SH, services were provided to
9,000 tourists who visited various ancient,
historical, religious, and recreational sites
across  Afghanistan.  Moreover, 3,000

tourism companies have been registered to
facilitate the visa process and simplify the
overall travel experience for tourists. To offer
standardized services to tourists, hotel
construction projects are underway in Zazi
Aryub in Paktia, Kapisa, Nuristan, and Ghor
provinces. Furthermore, the tourism sector
is expected to be digitized in the near future.
In addition, the Islamic Emirate has taken
significant steps in the identification and
surveying of ancient sites, transferring
artifacts for assessment, registering
historical artifacts in the national museum,
and the restoration of historical monuments.
So far, 57 ancient sites have been
discovered by archaeologists along the Qosh
Tepa Canal route, with 400 ancient regions
mapped through GIS surveys. Furthermore,
993 historical artifacts have been sent to the
national museum for identification, and
2,410 historical objects from various eras
have been registered in the national
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recreational tourists. In Bamyan,
Band-e-Amir is a natural wonder that has few
equals worldwide. Additionally, Afghanistan
boasts many ancient and historical sites
spread across different regions, each with its
own unique charm, capable of attracting
both domestic and international tourists
year-round. Some of the prominent historical
sites include the city of Zahak, the city of
Gholghola, Chehel Sotoun, and Bar Bar Qala
in Bamyan; the Herat Grand Mosque, the
Herat Citadel, the shrine of Khwaja Abdullah
Ansari, and its famous minarets; the citadel
of Ghazni, the tomb of Sultan Mahmud, and
the tomb of Sanai; the Kherga Mubarak and
Baba Bagh in Kandahar; and the Shadiano
Tangi and the shrine of Sakhi in
Mazar-e-Sharif. These sites can attract both
religious and recreational tourists alike. The
more tourists a country can attract, the
higher the level of national income rises. In

essence, the tourism industry has provided
substantial revenues to countries rich in
cultural heritage, ancient monuments, and
historical sites. Today, tourism holds a
significant share in the global economy,
accounting for one-third of global trade in
services. In 1950, there were only 25 million
tourists worldwide, but by 2007, that number
had increased to 825 million, and by 2017, it
had reached 1.323 billion. Projections
suggest that by 2030, there will be 1.8 billion
tourists worldwide, which reflects the global
growth of the tourism industry. Tourism is one
of the top five sources of foreign exchange
earnings in 150 countries, and 80 countries
rely on this industry for a significant portion
of their revenues. Recognizing the
importance of the tourism industry and its
role in economic growth, the Islamic Emirate
has begun efforts to promote the
development of this sector.

www.dpmea.gov.af




The Importance of the Tourism
Industry in the National Economy

The primary concern of economists and
policymakers in every country is how to
increase the country's Gross National Income
and per capita income. To achieve this, they
propose various policies and strategies
aimed at accelerating economic growth and
ultimately achieving economic development.
These economists and policymakers consider
attracting tourists as a key factor for
economic growth because, today, tourism is
a prominent global industry that can have a
profound impact on the economic progress of
nations.

There are many countries around the world
that have successfully drawn the attention of

tourists due to their unique characteristics
and natural landscapes, generating
significant revenue through this channel.
Examples of such countries include Greece,
Egypt, India, Turkey, and China, which earn
hundreds of millions of dollars annually from
their tourism industries. Before the era of
conflict and occupation, Afghanistan, with its
rich collection of ancient and historical
monuments, as well as natural landscapes,
used to generate millions of Afghanis through
tourism. If the tourism industry is revived,
Afghanistan could not only gain significant
revenues but also present a genuine image
of the country and its people to the world.
One of the key reasons countries focus on
attracting tourists is the increase in revenues
that it brings. When tourists visit a country,
they incur various expenses, such as for
food, accommodation, hotels, transportation,
and purchasing gifts or other items from the
host country. All these expenditures
contribute to the economic growth of the
host country. In addition to generating
revenue, the tourism industry also plays a
crucial role in creating job opportunities for
the population. It is estimated that for every
ten tourists visiting a country, one job is
created in the host country. For Afghanistan,
a country with a large young workforce, the
tourism industry holds immense potential.
Afghanistan can attract a significant number
of recreational tourists due to its
breathtaking natural landscapes. The
country's mountainous terrain, including
ranges like the Pamirs, Hindu Kush, Baba,
Feroz Koh, and Siah Koh, are home to
stunning natural scenery. In some areas,
rivers further enhance the beauty of these
landscapes. These mountains have the
potential to attract mountain climbers and
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The Tourism Industry in Afghanistan

The reasons presented for the development
of the tourism industry in Afghanistan include
the existence of a suitable environment for
the industry, captivating historical and
ancient sites, the presence of all four
seasons, and natural landscapes that can
attract a significant number of tourists from
around the world. At one point, the tourism
sector in  Afghanistan  experienced
considerable growth, but the invasion by
foreign occupiers and the subsequent
continuous conflicts in the country severely
damaged and stagnated this industry.
Afghanistan's tourism authority, which was
established in 1954 wunder the name
"Tourism," recorded the arrival of 200 tourists
in its first year. Over time, this number
increased, reaching 23,413 tourists in 1961,
and by 1968, the number had risen to
63,089. After 1973, the number of tourists
steadily increased, with more than 100,000
tourists  visiting Afghanistan annually,
exploring the country’s diverse historical and
natural sites. In 1976, the number of tourists
exceeded 150,000. However, alongside
other sectors, the tourism industry was also
disrupted by war and insecurity in
Afghanistan.

In addition, Afghanistan’s unique feature of
having all four seasons, which is almost rare
in many other countries, offers warm regions
for winter tourism and cool areas for summer
tourism, making it highly attractive to
international  tourists.  Afghan cuisine,
clothing, handicrafts, and historical sites
captivate the attention of tourists, and each
of these attractions draws enthusiastic
visitors to the country. Different geographical
regions of Afghanistan have the potential for
the growth and expansion of the tourism
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industry, but they require attention for this
sector to develop. If the tourism potential in
these regions is identified and categorized,
there will be an opportunity for the industry
to grow. For example, in Balkh province,
special attention should be given to religious
and historical tourism. Bamyan and
Badakhshan  provinces offer suitable
environments for sports and recreational
tourism, while Kandahar is ideal for those
tourists interested in Afghanistan's ancient
and modemn history, among other
attractions. Reviving and developing
Afghanistan's tourism industry requires the
strong attention of authorities, which would
pave the way for the growth of the sector
and, in tum, accelerate the country's
economic  development through the

revenues generated from it. Now, let us
discuss the significance of the tourism
industry in the economy.




Introduction

In the global classification, the tourism
industry is  considered the most
revenue-generating sector after the oil and
automotive industries. In the 21st century, it
has become a core element of
development, and the foundation of the
global economy is largely dependent on this
sector. Its significance is growing day by
day. However, in countries like Afghanistan,
where the economic situation is not very
favorable, this industry holds even greater
importance. Additionally, the tourism
industry plays a crucial role in fostering
familiarity with the cultures of various
nations. Afghanistan, being rich in natural
landscapes, ancient, and historical sites,
has a pressing need for the growth and
development of this industry. Unfortunately,
what needed to be done for the tourism
sector in Afghanistan has not been
achieved. This reflects the negligence of
previous governments and their failure to
recognize the value of this sector. Historical
and ancient sites, which were damaged
during wars and occupations, have not been
restored. No media campaigns have been
conducted to attract tourists, there are no
professional tour guides, and there were

issues with issuing visas to tourists. Had this
industry flourished, Afghanistan could have
generated billions of Afghanis annually, just
like other countries around the world. In
most countries, the tourism industry forms
the backbone of their national economy,
generating billions of dollars annually. To
give a specific example, in 2019, Turkey
alone earned $30 billion from the tourism
industry, a significant figure. Therefore, it is
essential to promote this industry, address
the challenges faced by tourists, and restore
tourist spots as well as ancient and
historical sites. The Islamic Emirate,
recognizing the importance of the tourism
industry, has now begun its efforts to
develop this sector. Alongside the
restoration of ancient and historical sites, it
has ensured the most crucial factor for
tourists—security.  Additionally, it has
facilitated the visa issuance process. In this
article, we will examine the tourism industry
in Afghanistan, its importance in the
national economy, and the efforts of the
Islamic Emirate in this regard.
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In this article, the history of the tourism industry in Afghanistan, its
value to the national economy, and the developments made by the
Islamic Emirate in this sector have been highlighted.
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