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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE HAS INTRODUCED VARIOUS

FACILITIES TO ATTRACT DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN

INVESTMENTS ACROSS DIFFERENT SECTORS

These measures are considered vital for the
country’s economic growth and
self-reliance. The primary objectives of
these initiatives are to strengthen the
private sector, create more employment
opportunities, reinforce the country’s
economic and infrastructural foundations,
and accelerate economic development.

The Islamic Emirate has established a
secure investment environment and
ensured safety for domestic and foreign
investors, enabling them to confidently
invest in various sectors.

Special attention has been given to fostering
strong relations between the private sector
and the government, addressing investors'
concerns promptly, expanding railway
networks, rehabilitating major roads and
bridges, developing infrastructure, and

creating standardized transportation

networks and air corridors—key
advancements aimed at facilitating
investments.

Additionally, the Inter-Ministerial Investment
Committee, consisting of 18 ministries and
Emirate entities as permanent members,
has been established as a central body to
oversee the attraction, coordination, and
acceleration of domestic and foreign
investments. The committee also works to
provide a conducive environment and create
economic opportunities for investors.

It is worth mentioning that, to date, as a
result of the facilities introduced for
investment and the effective management
of the Inter-Ministerial Investment
Committee, dozens of domestic and foreign
companies have invested in sectors such as
infrastructure, electricity, transportation,
industry, agriculture, and others.




especially in  Kabul, and provide
much-needed relief to citizens. Paktia is one
of Afghanistan’s provinces rich in natural
forests. Similarly, a comparable measure
was taken in Logar province. Local officials
granted residents of Azra district permission
to transport 11,000 loads of firewood to the
provincial capital. Nasruddin Bahij, Director
of Natural Resources at the Logar
Department of Agriculture and Livestock,
told the media that a delegation was sent to
Azra district to oversee the process and
coordinate with residents. Under the
delegation’s supervision, Azra residents
were allowed to sell the firewood in
Pul-e-Alam city to meet winter demands.
Officials also emphasized that guarantees
were obtained from residents to ensure no
further deforestation. Violators would face
legal action. Pul-e-Alam residents expressed
hope that the arrival of firewood in the
markets would lead to a significant drop in
prices. Similar decisions were implemented
in other provinces, with measures taken to
ensure the availability of affordable fuel for
residents during the winter. It is worth noting

that Logar, like other provinces in
Afghanistan, is under a strict ban on forest
cutting and transportation imposed by the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.

Conclusion

The demand for fuel increases with the
onset of winter, driving up prices in markets.
As temperatures have already dropped in
many provinces, the demand for fuel has
surged, particularly in colder regions and
Kabul city, where residents had called on the
government to regulate and reduce prices.
In response, the Islamic Emirate initiated the
sale of coal at reduced prices in 22 districts
of Kabul and other provincial centers,
enabling citizens to purchase the necessary
fuel at significantly lower rates compared to
previous weeks. Additionally, the Islamic
Emirate temporarily lifted a 10-day
restriction on firewood transportation. This
restriction, initially imposed by a cabinet
decision, was eased to allow the
transportation of previously cut wood from
natural forests, addressing urgent public
needs and stabilizing prices in the markets.
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citizens to complain about high prices,
calling on the Islamic Emirate to take serious
action. To address this issue, the Islamic
Emirate has initiated a coal distribution
program at reduced prices in several cities,
including Kabul. This initiative aims to
support citizens during the cold winter
nights and to naturally decrease market
prices by increasing coal supply.

The Directorate of State-owned
Corporations has stated that this initiative
began in Kabul, allowing citizens to
purchase affordable coal from designated
locations across the city’s 22 districts.
According to Maulvi Ahmad Jan Bilal, the
director of State-owned Corporations, coal
from the Northern Coal Enterprise is being
systematically transported to these districts.
Citizens can buy one ton of coal for 6,500
Afghanis.

Additionally,  Kabul  Municipality  has
announced that, in collaboration with
community representatives (Gozar Wakils),
it is monitoring the process and facilitating

Lifting the 10-Day Ban on
Firewood Transportation

With the arrival of winter, the prices of
fuel—particularly firewood used for heating
homes in many provinces—tend to rise
significantly each year. While the Islamic
Emirate has banned the cutting of natural
forests for the last few years, this year's
sharp increase in firewood prices led to
public demands for price reductions. In
response, the Islamic Emirate temporarily
lifted the ban on firewood transportation.
This temporary relaxation of restrictions
includes provinces such as Paktia, where the
cutting and transportation of natural forests

www.dpmea.gov.af

citizens who come to purchase coal. The
Directorate of Market Regulation within the
municipality has implemented a special
mechanism to prevent hoarding or resale at
higher prices. Coal is being sold at lower
rates compared to the open market in these
designated locations. Similarly, in Bamyan
province, an affordable coal distribution
program has also been launched. Local
officials have set the price of one ton of pure
coal at 6,700 Afghanis. This coal is being
transported from Dara-e-Suf in Samangan
province to Bamyan’'s center by the
Northern Coal Enterprise. As part of this
initiative, the Northern Coal Enterprise will
transport 6,000 tons of coal to Bamyan’s
center to ensure affordable fuel for its
residents during the winter. Bamyan
Governor Maulvi Abdullah Sarhadi has
assured residents of the province’s districts,
including Yakawlang, Tala wa Barfak, and
Saighan, that coal from local mines will also
be made available to them at affordable
prices.

had previously been prohibited. Emirate
officials in Paktia stated that the ban was
lifted for ten days in certain provinces due to
the unprecedented rise in firewood prices.
Traders were allowed to transport existing
firewood from depots in the province to
other provinces and markets. The Chief of
Staff of the Paktia Governor's Office,

Noorullah Mumtaz, explained that a
committee was appointed to register
leftover wood in depots and grant

permission for its transport. The Union of
Firewood Sellers and Traders praised this
move, noting that it would significantly
reduce firewood prices in markets,




Introduction

One of the primary responsibilities of
governments is to address the issues faced
by their citizens in a timely manner. The
Islamic Emirate's officials have consistently
emphasized that resolving people's
problems is a top priority. Since assuming
power, they have issued strict directives to
all relevant institutions to address these
challenges. While solving all issues at once,
especially after prolonged conflict, is
impractical and unlikely, with strong
determination, many of these issues can be
resolved over time. Certain problems faced
by the people can be addressed promptly
with effective measures, while others
require years of effort to establish specific
infrastructures and capacities to find
sustainable  solutions. Among these,
controlling the prices of essential
commodities, particularly fuel, has become
a pressing concern. With the onset of harsh
winter, many impoverished citizens urgently
need accessible and affordable fuel to heat
their homes.

Recognizing this demand, the Islamic
Emirate has undertaken various measures
to increase the availability and reduce the

prices of fuel—especially firewood and
coal—in both urban centers and provinces.
This article provides a brief overview of
these efforts.

Nationwide Distribution of
Coal at Affordable Prices

With the arrival of winter, fuel becomes one
of the primary necessities in many parts of
the country. However, this issue is
particularly significant in urban areas,
especially Kabul, where unlike other
provinces, there is no local wood supply that
can be brought to the market, as all fuel
wood comes from other regions. In the past,
and even prior administrations, extensive
deforestation occurred indiscriminately, with
forests being cut using electric saws and the
wood sold in cities. This practice left many of
the country’s previously lush and forested
mountains barren. To protect national
resources, the Islamic Emirate has curbed
deforestation and turned to alternative fuel
solutions, including coal, which is
abundantly available in  Afghanistan.
Although coal extraction has increased in
recent years and is readily available in
markets, the onset of winter has led many
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ISLAMIC EMIRATE'S EFFORTS TO REDUCE

The article discusses the Islamic Emirate's efforts to address rising fuel

prices in Afghanistan, particularly during the winter season when demand

for heating fuels like coal and firewood increases significantly. It outlines

measures taken by the government, including a coal distribution program

atreduced rates in urbanand provincial areas and the temporary relaxation
of restrictions on firewood transportation to stabilize market prices.
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