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DURING THE YEARS 1402 AND 1403 SH, THE MINISTRY OF
RURAL REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMPLETED

64 ALTERNATIVE PROJECTS TO CHECK DAMS

TYPES OF ALTERNATIVE PROJECTS:

Agricultural canals, water reservoirs, weirs,
retaining walls, and some other projects Provinces

and Number of Projects:

Providing clean drinking water to the

people, supplying water to agricultural Baghlan (13)
lands, and protecting homes and

agricultural lands from floods Balkh (1)
Parwan (13)
Paktia (11)
Zabul (3)
\ Kapisa (11
STATUS OF THE P‘; (12)
ALTERNATIVE PROJECTS: Kunduz (2)
Nuristan (10)
Completed

Approximately 97 million
Afghanis

SPONSOR:
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

dpmea.gov.af
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During the years 1402 and 1403 SH, the Ministry of Rural
Rehabilitation and Development constructed

(l) Types of Check Dams:

Concrete, stone masonry,
and earthen

() Purpose of constructing

the check dams: " : Provinces
and the number of check

To recharge groundwater, dams constructed:

prevent floods, store rain and

snow water, and reduce the Badghis: 9, Zabul: 10, Baghlan: 4, Sar-e Pul:

impacts of drought 7, Farah: 10, Kunduz: 7, Balkh: 9, Herat: 16,
Nimroz: 3, Paktia: 4

nniﬁﬁnninananﬂnnan
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() Status of the check dams:
Completed

() Totalcost:
Over 317 million Afghanis

(O Sponsor:
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

- dpmea.gov.af -

—— - www.dpmea.gov.af




APPROVAL OF

11 LARGE-SCALE MINING PROJECTS

FOR THE YEAR 1403
by the Deputy PM for Economic Affairs Office

Yatim Tag Cement Maymana Salt Mine Darzab Salt Mine Andkhoy Salt Mine
Project — Jawzjan Project - Faryab Project — Jawzjan Project - Faryab
Province Province Province Province

Marble Stone Project Chromite Deposit Taymani Laman Coal Gas Fields Project in

in Dara-e-Noor, Shah Expansion Project — Project — Badghis Kushk and Torghundi

Wali Kot — Kandahar Logar Province Province - Herat Province
Province

Toti Maidan Gas Loy Zangal Gas Project Altamur Cement
Project - Faryab - Jawzjan Province Project - Logar
Province Province
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6. Opportunities for  Foreign

Investment in Infrastructure Projects:

I. The Afghan Trans Railway project,
connecting Central Asia to South Asia, is one
of the significant projects. We request its

speedy advancement according to the plan.

2. If Uzbekistan is prepared to invest through
public-private partnerships in projects such as
the Mazar-e-Sharif-Sheberghan railway, the
Naibabad logistics center, and other
infrastructural projects, the Islamic Emirate of

Afghanistan is fully ready to cooperate.

3. Additionally, we invite Uzbekistan to invest
in the second Salang Tunnel, which connects
Central Asia to South Asia and plays a vital
role in transit. The Islamic Emirate welcomes
and supports such investments. Similarly, we
extend an invitation to Uzbekistan to invest in
the railway project connecting Mazar-e-Sharif
to Herat, facilitating its trade with lran and
China, which will play a constructive role in

regional stability and development.

4. We request Uzbekistan to significantly
reduce transportation costs (tariffs) for goods
transported via the
China-Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan-Afghanistan
railway. This reduction will lower overall

goods costs and strengthen mutual trade.

5. The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has
created opportunities for domestic and
foreign investment in textile factories, cement

production, oil refineries, salt mine extraction

and processing, e-governance, and other
sectors. Given Uzbekistan’s experience and
interest in these areas, we welcome and
request its investment. Sharing modern
agricultural techniques, managing water
resources effectively, and providing advice for
agricultural development will also play a vital
role in educating Afghan farmers and

mechanizing agriculture.

In conclusion, | once again emphasize the
importance of addressing the
above-mentioned issues and providing
assurances for finding suitable solutions to the

existing challenges.

With respect,

After the two-day visit to
Uzbekistan, the
of the

high-level

delegation Islamic

Emirate led by Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar Akhund returned
to Kabul on the dfternoon of

February 23, 2025. Speaking to
the media at Kabul International
Airport, he described the visit as
fruitful and stated that they had
held productive meetings with
the Uzbek side in various
economic sectors.
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2, Issues Regarding Border Customs
Systems and Joint Markets:

|. Considering that customs operations at the
Uzbekistan border have been operational 24
hours and the system integration is ongoing,
we request that the integration process be

expedited, requiring your special attention.

2.Afghan

transporting goods to the joint market

traders face challenges in
between Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. We
request that these challenges be resolved to
further strengthen trade relations between

the two countries.

3. Additionally, the double taxation agreement
has been sent to you through official channels.
We hope it will soon be finalized to create

more facilities for traders.

3. Issues Related to Permits, Visas for

Afghan Traders, and Export Controls:

|. Afghan traders face challenges in obtaining
permits for trade with Uzbekistan, preventing
them from easily exporting their goods.
Eliminating these permit requirements would
reduce negative impacts on trade between
the two countries, as similar requirements are

not imposed for goods from other nations.

2.To strengthen trade relations between
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, the visa issuance
process for Afghan traders should be
expedited to address their challenges and

encourage further trade.

3.Increased inspection and control of Afghan
export goods by Uzbekistan have been
observed, with locks on all transit goods being
individually broken. We request facilitation in
this matter or alternative solutions to be

identified.

4. Implementation of Agreements on

Hydrocarbons and Mines:

Two agreements regarding hydrocarbons and
minerals have been signed with Uzbekistan,
but their practical implementation has not yet
commenced. We request that the necessary

steps be taken as per the agreements.

5. Electricity Transmission and

Production Projects:

|. Documents related to the 500 kV
electricity transmission line project with
Uzbekistan have been completed and shared.
We request the prompt initiation of practical

work on this project.

2. As a proposal, | would like to mention that
Afghanistan has sufficient coal reserves. If
Uzbekistan is interested in investing in
electricity production from coal, we will
provide the necessary facilities for such

projects.
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Speech of Deputy PM Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar Akhund on the
Occasion of Meeting the Deputy
Prime Minister of Uzbekistan

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful.

To the esteemed Deputy Prime Minister of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, the honorable members
of the Uzbek cabinet, officials, and all attendees:
Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon you.
| pray to the Almighty for the good health and
well-being of everyone present.

It is indeed a matter of great joy that today we
are gathered in the capital of our friend country,
Uzbekistan. First and foremost, | extend my best
wishes this

and gratitude for facilitating

opportunity to discuss several mutual and

significant issues between Afghanistan and

Uzbekistan.

It is evident that Uzbekistan is one of the
neighboring countries that shares close religious,
historical, cultural, and ethnic ties with
Afghanistan. These foundational commonalities

have had a profoundly positive impact on the

trade relations between Uzbekistan and
Afghanistan throughout history, increasing
commercial interactions and investment

opportunities between the two nations.

Since the re-establishment of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan, trade relations between the two
countries have been steadily growing and
The Emirate of

strengthening. Islamic

Afghanistan views the excellent reciprocal
relations between the two nations positively and

is prepared to foster further cooperation and

collaboration with Uzbekistan in the fields of
trade and investment in the future.

Below, | briefly highlight some key issues
between Uzbekistan and Afghanistan to pave the

way for technical discussions and decisions:

I. Topics Related to the Banking

Sector:

|. We request that the procedural steps for
bank transfers between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan be expedited to enhance
commercial convenience and prevent delays

in relevant transactions.

2. If, at the request of Afghan banks, relevant
transfers to other countries are conducted
through the mediation of Uzbek banks, it will
contribute to the development of our banking

sector and mutual banking relations.

3. To strengthen the reciprocal banking ties
between Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, the
Central Bank of Uzbekistan should provide
eliminate certain

relevant facilities to

restrictions and enhance relationships

between the banks of both countries.

4. It would be preferable to use the national
currencies of both countries in trade relations

between Afghanistan and Uzbekistan.

5. Cooperation by Uzbek banking experts in
capacity building for Afghanistan's banking
sector would be beneficial in improving our

sector's capabilities.
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importance to both countries. The Islamic
Emirate invites its neighboring and friend
country, Uzbekistan, to invest in this project,
which will enable Uzbekistan to expand its
bilateral trade with South Asian countries, Iran,
and China, playing a crucial role in regional
stability and development.

Additionally, we call upon our friend nation,
Uzbekistan, to invest in the second tunnel of the
Salang Highway, which serves as a key transit
route connecting Central Asia with South Asia.
The Islamic Emirate welcomes such investment
and is fully prepared to cooperate in this regard.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan assures its full
cooperation in all mutual endeavors. Moreover,
both sides should explore new initiatives and

projects that will contribute to the development

of strategic infrastructure, joint trade, transit,
regional affairs, and economic relations between
the two countries.

Furthermore, Your Excellency, | hope that the
agreements and discussions from your recent
visit to Kabul, on which work has been carried
out and agreements have been signed, will be
implemented as soon as possible. In this regard,
the joint technical teams of both countries should
work closely together.

In conclusion, | would like to reiterate that the
Islamic  Emirate of Afghanistan remains
committed to all security, economic, and cultural
relations with the Republic of Uzbekistan and is
eager to expand friendly ties between the two
nations.

Thank you for your attention.

—— ~
On the February 22, 2025, Mullah and it expects the same commitment
Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, Deputy to this principle from others.

Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, Deputy Prime Minister Mullah
also met with the Prime Minister of @ Baradar Akhund added that the
Uzbekistan, Abdullah Aripov. During  Islamic Emirate has made serious
the meeting, discussions were held on efforts to combat the cultivation,
the implementation of agreements  production, use, and trdfficking of
signed between the two countries in  narcotics, and has prevented their
various sectors. Referring to the  smuggling to neighboring countries.
foreign policy of the Islamic Emirate, The Islamic Emirate assures that
the Deputy Prime Minister  Afghan soil will not be used against
emphasized that the policy of the  neighboring, regional, or global
Islamic Emirate towards neighboring, countries, and no threat will emanate
regional, and world countries is based  from Afghanistan.

on neutrality and non-interference,

J
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SPEECH OF MULLAH ABDUL GHANI
BARADAR AKHUND, THE DEPUTY
PM FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, AT
THE MEETING WITH THE PRIME
MINISTER OF UZBEKISTAN

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful

Your Excellency, Prime Minister of the Republic
of Uzbekistan, Mr. Abdullah Aripov, and all
esteemed participants of this meeting,

Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon you!
First and foremost, | extend my gratitude to the
Prime Minister of Uzbekistan for the warm
invitation and hospitality, which | consider a clear
sign of mutual trust and strong cooperation
between our two neighboring and friend
countries.

The foreign policy of the Islamic Emirate is based
on the principles of neutrality and
non-interference in the affairs of neighboring,
regional, and global countries. We also expect
other nations to adhere to these principles in
their relations with Afghanistan.

The Republic of Uzbekistan has taken a positive
stance on Afghanistan in the international arena.
The Islamic Emirate appreciates the constructive
and realistic approach of His Excellency
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan. As a
neighboring brotherly country, Uzbekistan holds
a special place in the hearts of Afghans due to the
deep religious, cultural, ethnic, and linguistic ties
that have historically brought our two nations
closer.

The Afghan and Uzbek nations share a common

history and Islamic heritage. Regions such as

Bukhara and Samarkand have been recognized as
centers of Islamic civilization, and Afghans have
greatly benefited from the knowledge and
wisdom of renowned scholars like Imam Bukhari
and Imam Tirmidhi.

The foreign policy of the Islamic Emirate is
independent, positive, neutral, balanced, and
economy-oriented. We seek good relations with
all countries, particularly with our neighbors.
Accordingly, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
desires to establish deeper and more meaningful
engagement with the Republic of Uzbekistan.
The Islamic Emirate has taken firm steps in the
fight

consumption, and trafficking of narcotics. We

against the cultivation, production,
have banned their cultivation and production and
have actively prevented their smuggling into
neighboring countries. We assure all our
neighboring, regional, and international partners
that Afghan soil will not be used against any
country and that no threats will emanate from
Afghanistan toward any nation.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan invites the
friend and neighboring country of Uzbekistan to
invest in various sectors of Afghanistan, including
transportation, energy,

agriculture, mining,

railways, and industrial production. We
encourage the Uzbek government to facilitate
and motivate Uzbek investors to expand their
economic  activities and investments in
Afghanistan based on mutual interests.

The expansion of railways and road networks
between Uzbekistan and Afghanistan has been a
The

railway project,

significant and fundamental topic.

Mazar-e-Sharif — Herat
extending further to Kandahar, which connects

Uzbekistan with Iran and China, is of vital
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TINO- DAY VISIT

of Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund
TO UZBEKISTAN

Y e

.‘:{._;

A high-level delegation of the Islamic Emirate, led
by the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
departed from Kabul on February 22, 2025, on a
two-day official visit to Tashkent, the capital of
Uzbekistan.

Upon arrival at Tashkent International Airport,
the delegation was warmly received by Jamshid
Khodjaev, Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan;
Ismatulla Irgasheyv, the Special Representative of
the President of Uzbekistan for Afghanistan; and
Sheikh Abdul Ghaffar Bahr, Ambassador of the
Islamic Emirate in Uzbekistan.

Following this, the high-level delegation of the
Islamic Emirate, led by the Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic Affairs, met with Jamshid
Khodjaev, Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan.
During the meeting, both sides discussed the

expansion of trade and transit relations and the

www.dpmea.gov.af

investment of Uzbek investors in Afghanistan.

The Uzbek side expressed readiness to enhance
trade ties with Kabul and stated their intention to
establish a joint trade zone at the border
between the two countries. This zone will
include processing factories for pine nuts and
cotton, packaging and logistics centers, and
production plants for certain food items.
Additionally, during the meeting, the Uzbek side
expressed interest in investing in Afghanistan’s
industrial sector, cement production, and the
exploration and extraction of oil and gas. The
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs
welcomed these investment initiatives and
assured full cooperation and support from his
side.

Speech of the Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs at the Meeting with Jamshid

Khodjaev, Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan:




Publisher: Deputy PM for Economic Affairs Office

Editorial Board: Maulvi Abdullah Azzam, Maulvi Zabehullah Nasir,
Amanullah Hanifi, Fazal Wali Shirani and Najibullah Mayar

Chief Editor: Maulvi Khalig Dad Tagqi
English Translator: Sajad Ahmad K.
Graphic Designer: Ataurahman Saeid

Photojornalist: Hujjatullah Qazizadah

9 Marmarin Palace, Malik Asghar Square, Kabul

. 0202107500

.‘..‘

™ media@dpmea.gov.af

@ dpmea.gov.af

Please provide proper attribution when using content
from this magazine.



