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The 17th ECO Summit was attended by
presidents, prime ministers, and senior
officials of member countries, who
emphasized enhanced cooperation and
coordination among ECO member states in
political, economic, trade, transit, transport,
and cultural relations, as well as regional
connectivity and investment.

On the 5th of July, the Deputy PM visited the
Baku International Sea Port. He closely
observed the port’s facilities and transit
operations and requested Azerbaijani
officials to facilitate Afghan exports through
this port. During the visit, which was
attended by officials from both the Baku
it was

Port and railway authorities,

announced that the port—strategically

-

located along the Lapis Lazuli Corridor—is
ready to support the export of Afghanistan’s
industrial products, agricultural goods, and
minerals to Turkey and Europe. They also
expressed readiness to facilitate the
transport of Afghan commercial goods to
Russia via rail through Iran.

During this visit, both sides agreed to
establish joint technical committees to
assess the existing transport routes and
infrastructure and to create facilitation
mechanisms for Afghan exports and joint
trade and transit through the port.

After completing his official six-day visit,
Mullah  Abdul Ghani Akhund
returned to Kabul on Sunday morning, the

6th of July.

Baradar
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enhancing banking relations, easing visa
issuance for Afghans, and expanding exports
and imports via rail.

The PM of Kazakhstan described his
country's relationship with Afghanistan as
positive and progressive. He announced
that, to further develop these relations,
Kazakhstan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
would soon visit Kabul. Additionally, he
expressed readiness to invest 500 million
USD in the Torghundi—Herat railway project
and stated that Kazakhstan is prepared to
increase the import volume of fruits and
agricultural products from Afghanistan.

On the same day, representing the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan and the Afghan
people, Deputy PM Mullah Baradar Akhund
participated in and delivered a speech at the
| 7th Summit of the Heads of State of ECO
member countries.

During his address at the summit, the
Deputy PM welcomed the recognition of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan by the Russian
Federation. He called upon ECO member
states to similarly acknowledge the
legitimate political reality of Afghanistan and
to take practical and constructive steps
toward recognizing the Islamic Emirate.
The Deputy PM elaborated on the Islamic
Emirate's economy-driven foreign policy, the
within

recent economic developments

Afghanistan, the available opportunities for

www.dpmea.gov.af

investment, and Afghanistan’s readiness to
support the implementation and completion
of major regional economic projects passing
through its territory. He urged ECO
member states to work closely with a stable,
reliable, and cooperative Afghanistan to
economic  and

strengthen regional

collaboration, and to establish an
environment of sustained progress and
coordination in areas such as trade,
investment, energy, transport, agriculture,
environmental protection, and climate
change. He stated:

"We believe that the economies of ECO
member states can only truly flourish if
Afghanistan becomes an active part of the
equation."

At the summit, Deputy PM Mullah Baradar
Akhund once again expressed the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan’s solidarity with the
oppressed Palestinian people and said:

"The injustices being committed against the
oppressed people of Gaza must come to an
end immediately. We fully support the
liberation of Palestine and the preservation
of the Islamic identity of Al-Quds."

During his speech, the Deputy PM proposed
that the next (18th) ECO Summit be held in
Kabul. He stated that the Islamic Emirate is
fully prepared to host this significant and
high-level and will

gathering warmly

welcome all participants.




activation of the Lapis Lazuli Corridor and to
facilitate cooperation and logistical support
in this regard.

On Thursday, the 3rd of July, the Deputy PM
traveled from Baku to the city of Fuzuli, and
from there proceeded to the city of
Khankendi to participate in the summit.

On the same day, Deputy PM Mullah Baradar
Akhund met with the President of Uzbekistan,
Shavkat Mirziyoyey, in the city of Khankendi.
During this meeting, the Deputy PM
expressed gratitude to the Republic of
Uzbekistan for its support of Afghanistan on
the international stage and for presenting a
true image of Afghanistan to the world.
Referring to the strong and positive historical
relations between the two countries, he
emphasized the need for Kabul and Tashkent
to collaborate in the sectors of mining,
transportation, transit, services, energy, and
infrastructure projects, with the goal of
increasing the volume of trade to three billion
USD.

The President of Uzbekistan stated that his
country is ready to invest in Afghanistan in
several sectors, including the
Mazar—Herat—Kandahar railway project, the
establishment of textile factories, cement
production, oil refineries, salt mining and
processing, e-governance, and more. He
increase

also expressed readiness to

electricity supply to Afghanistan and to

facilitate the export of Afghan goods to the
markets of Central Asia and Russia through
Uzbekistan.

On the same day, Deputy PM Mullah
Baradar Akhund also met with the Deputy
PM and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Turkmenistan, Rashid Meredoy, in the city of
Khankendi. During this meeting, the two
sides discussed enhancing the level of
political relations, expanding bilateral trade
and transit cooperation, progress on the
TAPI and TAP power transmission projects,
and initiating and managing joint efforts
between Kabul and Ashgabat in the areas of
agriculture,

mining, transportation,

infrastructure, and major development
projects. Both sides emphasized effective
coordination and the smooth
implementation of these initiatives.

On the 4th of July, in the city of Khankendi,
Deputy PM Mullah Baradar Akhund met
with the PM of Kazakhstan. He described
Kazakhstan as an important and trustworthy
regional partner for Afghanistan and
welcomed the appointment of a special
envoy from Kazakhstan to Afghanistan as a
positive step. He thanked the Republic of
Kazakhstan for supporting Afghanistan on
international platforms.

The Deputy PM emphasized the importance
of increasing transit cooperation, boosting

trade volume to three billion USD,

www.dpmea.gov.af




THE SIX-DAY VISIT L]

THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBALJAN

On Tuesday morning, the Ist of July 2025,
the Deputy PM for Economic Affairs of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar Akhund, traveled to the
Republic of Azerbaijan upon the official
invitation of the Azerbaijani government to
I7th Summit of the

participate in the

Economic  Cooperation  Organization
(ECO). That same afternoon, he arrived in
Baku, Azerbaijan, where he was warmly
received by Azerbaijani officials at Heydar
Aliyev International Airport.

On Wednesday, the 2nd of July, the Deputy
PM met with the PM of Azerbaijan, Ali
Asadov. At the outset, he expressed his
gratitude to the Republic of Azerbaijan for

officially inviting the delegation of the Islamic

www.dpmea.gov.af

Emirate of Afghanistan to attend the 17th
ECO Summit and for their warm hospitality.
During the meeting, the Deputy PM called
for Azerbaijani investment in the extraction
and processing of oil and gas in Afghanistan,
the expansion of the railway network, and
the development of solar and wind power
generation. He also emphasized the
importance of operationalizing the Lapis
Lazuli Corridor to promote bilateral trade.

The PM of Azerbaijan stated that his country
is keen to strengthen its ties with
Afghanistan through ECO, as well as through
bilateral and trilateral cooperation across
various sectors, and to invest in Afghanistan.
He added that efforts are underway to

implement the decisions made regarding the

I




Publisher: Deputy PM for Economic Affairs Office

Editorial Board: Maulvi Abdullah Azzam, Maulvi Zabehullah Nasir,
Amanullah Hanifi, Fazal Wali Shirani and Najibullah Mayar

Chief Editor: Maulvi Khaliq Dad Taqi
English Translator: Sajad Ahmad K.
Graphic Designer: Ataurahman Saeid

Photojornalist: Hujjatullah Qazizadah

9 Marmarin Palace, Malik Asghar Square, Kabul

. 0202107500

A
Al
L) @
...
. l. L] (L 1]
.. o _oo
L]
ol

Ll
L)
®
*
*
®
e

M media@dpmea.gov.af

@ dpmea.gov.af

Please provide proper attribution when using content
from this magazine.



