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stating  that  investment  enhances
productive capacities, increases exports,
expands industry, generates employment,
and overall contributes to economic growth
and state revenues.

The Takhar Spin Zar Commercial Township
includes planned markets for grains, fruits,
onions and potatoes, construction
materials, and pharmaceuticals. The project
is being implemented through
public-private partnership with a total
investment of 2.45 billion AFN. It is being
built on 60 jeribs of land, with the grain
market already inaugurated for use while
construction of the remaining four markets
has begun. Once completed, the township
will contain over 2,000 shops, creating
employment opportunities for thousands of
citizens.

Later that Monday afternoon, the Deputy
PM and his delegation proceeded to
Kunduz Province, where he inaugurated the
Spin Zar Commercial Markets. He
described the construction of three
commercial buildings in Kunduz through
public-private partnership as significant,
noting that it would positively impact the
region’s social welfare. He called on the
companies involved to carry out their
activities honestly, transparently, and in full
compliance with standards. The Kunduz
Spin Zar Commercial Markets involve an
investment of 6.3 billion AFN through
public-private partnership, with works
scheduled for completion within two years.
On the third day of the visit, Tuesday,
September 2, 2025, the Deputy PM
inspected the Kokcha River and later visited
the Dasht-e-Leili Martyrs’ Cemetery in
Jowzjan Province. He prayed for the souls
of the martyrs and described their sacrifices
for the establishment of the Islamic system
as unforgettable and unparalleled.

On Tuesday evening, the Deputy PM and his
delegation traveled to Balkhab District of

Sar-e-Pul Province, where he officially
inaugurated the Balkhab Coal Mine.
Speaking at the ceremony, the Deputy PM
stated that Afghanistan is rich in natural
resources, which carry fundamental and
strategic value as sources of financing

long-term infrastructure projects,
supporting industrial development, and
contributing  significantly to  national
revenues. He stressed that with

professional extraction, these resources can
drive rapid economic and social progress.
He identified the Balkhab coal deposit as
one of the country’s important and rich
reserves, noting that  professional
extraction by the National Development
Corporation had already commenced.
Deputy PM Mullah Baradar Akhund
commended the efforts of the National
Development Corporation and urged them
to further improve standards, prevent
waste, and fully observe environmental
protection requirements. He also assured
the residents of Balkhab District that they
would be provided with coal at highly
affordable prices and that additional social
services in areas such as roads and
healthcare would be extended to them.
Currently, the National Development
Corporation has excavated approximately
100 mining tunnels in the Balkhab Coal
Mine, employing around 2,000 citizens
directly. The mine’s annual extraction
capacity is estimated at 500,000 metric
tons. Coal extracted from this mine will be
used in domestic industries for energy
generation and industrial growth, while also
reducing imports, creating employment,
alleviating poverty, and strengthening the
national economy.

Following his four-day visit to the northern
provinces, the Deputy PM for Economic
Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund
and his delegation returned to Kabul on
Wednesday, September, 4, 2025.
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FOUR-DAY VISIT

OF MULLAH ABDUL GHANI BARADAR AKHUND

TO THE NORTHERN PROVINCES

On Sunday morning, August 31, 2025, the
Deputy PM for Economic Affairs, Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, departed
Kabul for an official visit to the northern
provinces. He was accompanied by the
Governor of Da Afghanistan Bank, Noor
Ahmad Agha, the Director General of
State-Owned Enterprises, Mawlawi Ahmad
Jan Bilal, and several other officials.

During this visit, at midday on Sunday,
Deputy PM Mullah Baradar Akhund
inspected the construction works along the
Salang Highway. He praised the efforts of
the Ministry of Public Works and the
contracting companies and stressed the
need to complete all planned works for this
year before the onset of winter. At present,
reconstruction works between the 10th
and |5th rock fall barriers of the Southern
Salang have been completed, while works
on the remaining sections are proceeding
rapidly in accordance with all standards.
Later that Sunday afternoon, the Deputy
PM and his accompanying delegation
arrived at the Ghori Cement Factory in
Baghlan Province, where he inaugurated
the construction of the factory’s third

production unit. The Deputy PM
emphasized the importance of this project
in boosting domestic cement production
and moving towards self-sufficiency in this
sector. He stated that this facility will meet
a large portion of the country’s cement
demand domestically and will contribute to
the growth of industry. He called on the
factory’s management to conduct the work
with integrity, adhere to accepted
standards, and avoid any operational or
technical negligence. The third Ghori
cement plant involves an investment of 86.8
million USD, with construction works to be
completed within 18 months by the
National Development Corporation. Upon
completion, the Ghori Cement Factory will
achieve a daily production capacity of 5,000
metric tons of cement.

On the second day of the trip, Monday
morning, September |, 2025, the Deputy
PM traveled to Takhar Province, where he
inaugurated the  Takhar Spin Zar
Commercial Township. He highlighted the
importance of private sector investment
alongside public sector contributions in
service and production infrastructure,
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