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Implementation and Monitoring

of the Policy

The draft of the National Minerals Policy
has been approved by the Economic
Commission. Based on it, relevant legal
and supervisory measures, as well as
supportive sub-policies, will be developed.
The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum will
conduct regular monitoring and evaluation
of the policy’s implementation according
to a structured plan.

Conclusion

The draft of the National Minerals Policy
represents an important and

www.dpmea.gov.af A

the
standardized extraction, processing, and
management of Afghanistan’s
resources. Over the past decades, due to

comprehensive  step  toward

natural

occupation, chaos, and corruption, the
country failed to properly utilize this
national wealth. The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan has now taken a significant
step toward regulating, developing, and
legalizing the mining sector by establishing
this vital policy framework. Through its
the country aims to
systematic

implementation,

achieve and accelerated
economic growth and to increase national

revenues.




Badakhshan, Takhar, Panjshir, Ghazni,
Kandahar, Herat, Maidan Woardak, and
several other provinces. Likewise,

significant iron deposits have been found
in Bamyan, Badakhshan, Paktika, Parwan,
Zabul, Kunar, Logar, Uruzgan, and other
provinces. The largest iron mine, Haji Gak
in Bamyan, is estimated to contain 1.8
billion tons of iron ore. Moreover, large
copper deposits exist in Logar, and major
mining sites have also been discovered in
Herat.

Need for the Policy

In past decades, due to weak central

governance and local autonomy, the
extraction of mineral resources was largely
conducted illegally. Local powerbrokers
exploited mines using non-standard

methods, smuggling minerals and diverting
revenues into personal pockets. Corruption
in contractual processes also facilitated the
looting and plundering of the country’s
mineral wealth.

To ensure standardized extraction and
utilization of this national wealth and to
direct revenues into the national treasury, as
well as to prevent arbitrary practices and
the
deemed it

corruption, Islamic  Emirate of
Afghanistan necessary to
formulate a comprehensive national policy.
This policy aims to prevent the loss and
the

resources and promote the use of modern

smuggling  of country’s mineral

technologies for mining operations.

Overall, the existence of a comprehensive
framework for the regulation, development,
and supervision of the mining sector was
Accordingly, the
formulation and implementation of the

deemed essential.

National Minerals Policy was considered a

crucial step for the mining sector. The policy
provides clear guidelines on the exploration,
extraction,
minerals.

processing, and export of

Objectives of the Policy

The objectives of the National Minerals
Policy are as follows:

|. To ensure the standardized exploration,
extraction, and utilization of mineral
resources;

2. To foreign
investors and facilitate the import of
modern mining technologies

attract domestic and

and
equipment;

3. To ensure environmental protection and
the health and safety of mine workers;

4. To create conditions for the domestic
processing of mineral materials;

5. To train specialized and technical human
resources for the mining sector and
enhance their capacity.

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, the Ministry of Finance,
the Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, the
the
the
the

Ministry of Industry and Commerce,
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs,
Ministry of Information and Culture,
Ministry of Water and Energy, Da
Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS), the
National Environmental Protection Agency,
the Afghanistan Standards and Quality
Authority, and the Afghanistan Chamber of
Industries and Mines will cooperate with the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum in
implementing this policy.
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NATIONAL MINERALSIPO ICY

VALUE, NECESSITY, AND OBJECTIVEg.

By: Zahed Khalili *

Introduction

Afghanistan is a country rich in natural
resources. It is among the nations whose
vast wealth remains buried underground and
unextracted due to prolonged conflicts and
instability. The country holds significant
deposits of precious and semi-precious
minerals, the extraction of which could bring
transformation  in

about a  major

Afghanistan’s economic condition.

At present, extraction of mineral resources
is of great importance for Afghanistan's
economic growth. To ensure the organized
extraction and processing of mineral
deposits, the Ministry of Mines
Petroleum has drafted the National Minerals
Policy, which has been approved by the

and

Economic Commission.

Value of Afghanistan’s Mineral
Resources

Afghanistan’s  abundance in  natural

resources gives it great economic

potential. Proper extraction can transform
the country’s economic landscape and

create favorable opportunities for
investment. In the past, little attention was
paid to the extraction and investment in
these mineral deposits. Over the last four
decades, invasions and unrest hindered
of these

the establishment of

the exploitation resources.
with

nationwide security, suitable conditions

However,

now exist for investment in the extraction
and processing of these deposits.

the
estimated value of Afghanistan’s mineral

According to conducted surveys,

resources reaches hundreds of billions of
include both
metallic and non-metallic types such as

dollars. These minerals
iron, copper, lithium, uranium, oil, lead,
gold, coal, cement raw materials, precious
and semi-precious stones, among others.

These mineral
the
provinces

deposits are scattered
though

are particularly known for

across country, certain
specific types of minerals. For instance,

gold reserves have been discovered in
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