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undermining one another instead be
spent on mutual support and on
strengthening common grounds.

In conclusion, | extend my sincere
gratitude to the respected officials and
instructors of the Hazrat Mu‘adh bin Jabal
(RA) National Military Academy, who serve

with sincerity in their respective roles,
and | hope they will pay even greater
attention to the significance of this
important responsibility in the
performance of their duties.

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be
upon you.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan believes in
regional and international engagement. We are
committed to having appropriate interaction with
all countries within the framework of our
principles. For safeguarding long-term political
and economic interests, it is essential that
countries respect one another’'s values and
sensitive domains.

The policy of the Islamic Emirate is not deceptive.
Today's Afghanistan has built its policies upon
institutions whose foundation is Islamic Sharia,
and whose spirit and essence are derived from it.

The Islamic Emirate will, in the coming days,
announce full tax exemptions for domestic and
foreign investors for periods ranging from one to
five years, depending on the scale of investment in
new sectors. On the one hand, this will lead to the
establishment and rapid growth of new sectors,
and on the other hand, it will have a significant
impact on strengthening the country’'s economic
foundation and achieving self-sufficiency,
Insha’Allah.

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund:
Deputy PM for Economic Affairs
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graduates on the successful completion of
this important stage, and | am pleased
that you have concluded this significant
period of professional education with a
fully Islamic and Afghan spirit.

Dear graduates,

It is evident that during your training at the
military academy, in addition to
professional education, you were also
instilled with an understanding and spirit
regarding the importance of national
defense, national sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and political sovereignty. What
matters most is that you demonstrate this
spirit and learning in practice for the
preservation of Islamic and lofty Afghan
values, and that you bravely defend the
Islamic system and every inch of the
homeland.

For the honor of the Islamic system and
our beloved country, reform your
intentions, purify your actions and words
solely for the pleasure of Allah Almighty
and the strengthening of the Islamic
system, adopt piety, and take great care of
your suffering and oppressed
compatriots.

Honorable listeners,

As | have always stated, within the
framework of its economy-oriented
policy, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
believes in regional and international
engagement. We are committed to having
appropriate interaction with all countries
within the framework of our principles.
For safeguarding long-term political and
economic interests, it is essential that
countries respect one another’'s values
and sensitive domains.

www.dpmea.gov.af

From the economic front, | bring you glad
tidings: in order to support and encourage
investors, the Islamic Emirate will, in the
coming days, announce full tax
exemptions for domestic and foreign
investors for periods ranging from one to
five years, depending on the scale of
investment in new sectors. On the one
hand, this will lead to the establishment
and rapid growth of new sectors, and on
the other hand, it will have a significant
impact on strengthening the country’'s
economic foundation and achieving
self-sufficiency, Insha'Allah. Serious
instructions have been issued to the
Ministry of Industry and Commerce to
expedite the process of land allocation for
small, medium, and large industries and
to provide the necessary facilities for
them.

Dear compatriots,

The policy of the Islamic Emirate is not
deceptive. Today's Afghanistan has built
its policies upon institutions whose
foundation is Islamic Sharia, and whose
spirit and essence are derived from it.
Afghanistan neither seeks to harm anyone
nor accepts harm from anyone. However,
if someone harbors malicious intentions
toward it, then it will not leave its debt to
anyone. History bears witness that this
country is not a soft morsel but rather a
tree of Zaqqum; it has choked the throats
of long-established empires, and it will
never be digested by newborn entities.

| consider it preferable that, within the
framework of the values and principles of
the Islamic Emirate, countries strive for
political and economic engagement, and
that the energy and resources wasted on




Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund:

The Deputy PM for Economic Affairs,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, on
Sunday, February 8, 2026, attended the
graduation ceremony of the seventeenth
cohort of the Hazrat Mu‘adh bin Jabal (RA)
National Military Academy, affiliated with
the Command of the Hazrat Abu Ubaidah
bin Jarrah (RA) National Defense
University. The Deputy PM congratulated
the graduates on having acquired,
alongside professional training during the
academy’s instructional period, education
on the importance of national defense,
national sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and political sovereignty. He urged them
to translate this spirit and learning into
practice for the preservation of Islamic

History bears witness that
Afghanistan is not a soft morsel,
but a tree of Zaqqum

and lofty Afghan values, and to firmly
defend the Islamic system and every inch
of the homeland. He also emphasized the
rectification of intentions, the adoption of
piety, and care for the people of the
country. The Deputy PM further stated that
the Islamic Emirate, within the framework
of its economy-oriented policy, believes in
regional and international cooperation
and is committed to engagement with all
countries within the bounds of its
principles. He stressed that, in order to
safeguard long-term  political and
economic interests, countries must
respect one another’'s values and
sensitive domains.

SPEECH OF THE DEPUTY PM FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MULLAH

ABDUL GHANI BARADAR AKHUND DURING THE GRADUATION

CEREMONY OF THE SEVENTEENTH COHORT OF THE HAZRAT
MU‘ADH BIN JABAL (RA) NATIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful.

Respected officials of the Ministry of
National Defense of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan; esteemed leadership and
honorable members of the Command of
Hazrat Abu Ubaidah bin Jarrah (RA)
National Defense University; respected
officials of various institutions of the
Islamic Emirate; newly graduated forces;
representatives of the media; and all

distinguished attendees!

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be
upon you.

| am pleased to participate in the
graduation ceremony of the seventeenth
cohort of the Hazrat Mu‘adh bin Jabal (RA)
National Military Academy, affiliated with
the Command of Hazrat Abu Ubaidah bin
Jarrah (RA) National Defense University.

First of all, | sincerely congratulate all
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One of the main objectives of the ongoing
projects between the two countries is the
creation of employment opportunities. In
this regard, we request your special
attention to ensure that employment
opportunities are provided for Afghans.

| also believe that, considering existing
opportunities and needs, Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan can  become  strong
economic partners in the region. It is
necessary for the two friend countries to
work together in the initiation and
management of projects in the fields of
mining, transport, transit, services,
regional infrastructure, and basic
development projects, which will play an
effective role in the economic stability,
development, and prosperity of both
countries in the near future.

Likewise, Turkmenistan has made
progress in the agricultural sector. The
Islamic Emirate wishes to benefit from the
experiences of this country in agriculture,
and | hope that the technical teams of both
countries will work jointly in this field.

As banking interactions and facilities are a
fundamental factor in strengthening
bilateral trade, we request that banking
branches be opened in Ashgabat and
Kabul so that traders may be relieved of
many difficulties and inconveniences.

Finally, once again, | express my gratitude
to the friend country of Turkmenistan for
its cooperation and goodwill toward
Afghanistan, and | hope that the existing
joint technical working teams will work
together and cooperate effectively on the
aforementioned and other issues.

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be
upon you.
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has created grounds for expanding
further cooperation between
Turkmenistan and Afghanistan, and on the
other hand, has strengthened relations
among the countries of the region.

As you are aware, Delta International
Company has expressed interest in
investing in the TAPIl project and has
shared the following points with us.
Afghanistan would like to hear your views
on these matters:

First: Signing a long-term natural gas
purchase agreement and determining the
price.

Second: Setting the annual gas purchase
volume at up to thirty (30) billion cubic
meters.

Third: Direct investment of up to thirty (30)
billion US dollars to increase production
capacity in  Turkmenistan's large
“Galkynysh” gas block.

Fourth: Full responsibility for the
construction and extension of the natural
gas transmission pipeline from Guzara
District of Herat Province to Spin Boldak
District of Kandahar Province.

Fifth: Based on a separate agreement
with Pakistan, extension of the gas
pipeline from Spin Boldak to the Indian
border and its connection to Pakistan’s
Gwadar Port.

Sixth: At the official request of Pakistan,
construction of a major gas hub and a
modern storage facility at Gwadar Port.

Furthermore, determining the price of the
gas to be imported into Afghanistan as a
result of the TAPI project is considered
one of the important and fundamental

issues. We hope that the final decision
regarding the price will be shared with
Afghanistan.

We believe that the full implementation of
the TAPI project can play a fundamental
role in regional energy connectivity,
economic stability, and sustainable
cooperation.

On behalf of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, the roadmap for the TAP
project has been finalized, and our
request is that it be signed by both sides
during this meeting.

Alhamdullilah, the works of the
Noor-ul-Jihad Substation project have
been completed. We request that, as soon
as possible, the construction of the
Torghundi-Herat railway project, the
transmission of electricity to Bala
Murghab, Khamab, and Qargin, and other
vital and development-oriented regional
connectivity projects be initiated.
Inshallah, we are ready for all kinds of
cooperation in these areas.

During the meeting held on the sidelines
of the ECO organization, among many
other issues, it was also agreed that you
would personally follow up on the
Torghundi-Herat railway construction
project and would travel to Afghanistan
for the purpose of signing the contract of
the said project. On the other hand,
Kazakhstan has also shown strong
interest, through Afghanistan, in the
implementation of this project. We hope
that you will clarify your position on this
matter to Afghanistan in the shortest
possible time.

www.dpmea.gov.af




MULLAH ABDUL GHANI BARADAR AKHUND MEETS WITH
THE DEPUTY PM AND FOREIGN MINISTER OF TURKMENISTAN

The Deputy PM for Economic Affairs,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, met
with the Deputy PM and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan, Rashid
Meredov, on February 1, 2026 in Herat
province. The meeting was also attended
by the Minister of Mines and Petroleum of
Afghanistan, Mullah Hedayatullah Badri;
the Minister of Water and Energy, Mullah
Mohammad Younis Akhundzada; the
Minister of Transport and Railways of
Turkmenistan; the Minister of State and
Chairman of the Turkmengas State
Corporation; as well as a number of
Afghan and Turkmen officials.

During the meeting, discussions were
held between the two sides regarding the
TAPI, TAP, railway, and electricity projects.

SPEECH OF THE DEPUTY PM FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DURING
MEETING WITH THE DEPUTY PM AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN
AFFAIRS OF TURKMENISTAN

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful.

To the Honorable Deputy PM and Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the friend country of
Turkmenistan, and the accompanying
delegation,

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be
upon you.

Welcome to your second home, Afghanistan.
You are most warmly welcomed.

Afghanistan and Turkmenistan are two

neighboring and friend countries that
share common religious, historical,
cultural, and economic ties. These shared
commonalities have strengthened
relations between the two countries.

Today is a good opportunity to discuss
bilateral relations and economic issues,
particularly the TAPI, TAP, railways,
electricity, and trade-related matters.

Among other shared economic interests,
the TAPI project is one of the major
economic projects that, on the one hand,
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