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KABUL AND TASHKENT AIM TO RAISE TRADE
VOLUME TO FIVE BILLION DOLLARS
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KABUL AND TASHKENT AIM
TO RAISE TRADE VOLUME TO

FIVE BILLION DOLLARS

Qais Ahmad

Trade relations between
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan have
entered an unprecedented phase of
expansion, and both sides are now
striving to further deepen and
strengthen these ties. According to
official figures, the volume of trade
between the two countries, which
stood at approximately $653 million
in 2021, has reached $1.7 billion by
2025. The current objective is to
increase this volume to $5 billion in
the near future.

Although this target appears
economically promising, the
fundamental question is whether it
is achievable under real conditions.
Considering the current relations
and existing opportunities between
Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, this
goal is indeed attainable.

First, in a recent development,
during an online meeting between
the Acting Minister of Industry and
Commerce of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, Nooruddin Azizi, and
the Deputy PM of Uzbekistan,
Jamshid Khojaev, it was emphasized
that there is strong political will to
expand trade. A clear example of
this is the endorsement by the
President of Uzbekistan of the
preferential trade tariff law with
Afghanistan. Under this agreement,
tariffs have been reduced to zero on
eight categories of goods for
Afghanistan and six categories for
Uzbekistan, which can significantly
lower trade costs and accelerate the
flow of goods.

Second, in addition to this, the
signing of dozens of agreements
worth over $1 billion between the
private sectors of both countries is
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considered a positive step toward

enhancing bilateral trade and
economic cooperation.

Third, alongside political
commitment and major agreements,
transport facilitation measures
have also been introduced.

Currently, the number of transport
vehicles operating from both sides
has increased compared to the past.
Visas are being issued more easily,
and practical efforts are underway
to find joint solutions in banking and
financial sectors. Moreover, the
construction of standardized
warehouses is identified as a key
upcoming step.

Fourth, most importantly, security
has now improved in Afghanistan,
creating a favorable environment
for foreign investment. Uzbek
traders and investors can operate
and invest without concern. A
practical example of this is the
investment by Uzbek companies in
gas extraction projects in the Tooti
Maidan field in Faryab province.

Fifth, given the existing
opportunities, Afghanistan can play
a significant role in exporting coal,
dried fruits, and agricultural
products to Uzbekistan, while
importing electricity, petroleum,
construction materials, and
industrial goods in return. This
complementary economic structure
forms a strong foundation for
expanding trade between the two
countries.

Furthermore, the expansion of
regional cooperation—particularly
increased economic engagement
with Central Asian countries—can
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position Afghanistan as a key transit
corridor. In this regard, a recent
consultative  meeting between
Afghanistan and Central Asian
countries was held in Kabul under
the leadership of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The main objectives
of this meeting included
strengthening political dialogue and
diplomatic coordination, identifying
new opportunities for cooperation

based on economic priorities,
exchanging views on regional
developments, and supporting

stability and sustainable growth, all
of which were strongly emphasized.

This progress lays the groundwork
for sustainable economic growth
and represents a significant step
toward regional connectivity. The
Islamic Emirate has consistently
assured that it pursues an
economy-centered foreign policy
and is prepared to play an effective
role in both bilateral and
multilateral economic and trade
relations, as well as in regional
connectivity.

Overall, the target of $5 billion in
trade is not unattainable. Achieving
this goal will require deeper
political engagement, strengthened
fundamental economic activities, a
more robust financial system,
infrastructure development, and
support for the private sector. If
existing opportunities are managed
effectively, Kabul and Tashkent can
elevate their trade relations to a
new level—$5 billion or even
beyond.
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